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accordingly delayed for a period taking any
specific or precipitate action. As time
dragged on. in conformity with the re-
quests of the Conservator of Forests, the
Position was reclassified, something which
18 months ago the previous Government
or the previous Minister apparently did
not, or would not, do. It then decided
that as the seven-year term had expired,
and there was no obligation, implied or
otherwise, for a reappointment, to call ap-
plications for the purpose of reviewing the
situation.

in the meantime, in order to deal with
certain pressing questions, the Government
decided that the Minister for Forests, who
could not hope to have an intimate know-
ledge of 400,000 acres of forest country.
should get Information from persons who
were qualified, who had had experience
in the Forests Department, and none of
whom was connected with a sawmilling
enterprise that cut timber over which the
Frests Department had any control. Was
there anything very dreadful in what the
Government did? There is no need to
labour the point. Sufficient has been said
this evening-and I have spoken with great
reluctance-to indicate that the action of
the Government has been amply warranted.
it is aln very well for the member for
Greenough to have a smile to himself In
connection with this matter, as though he
doubts my word.

Hon. D. Brand: I thought it did not
sound as reluctant as you made out, that
is all.

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: It is
all very well for the Opposition to assume
the role of the righteously indignant. One of
its counterparts in the Legislative Council
has at this moment an indication on the
notice paper of his intention to move that
certain papers be laid on the Table of
the House. That was not attempted here,
because it was known that the numbers
could not be obtained. When that notice
of motion was given there was no regard
whatsoever as to what might be revealed,
not only to members here; but to the public
of Western Australia.

Mr. Bovell: Do you not think they are
entitled to information?

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: The
hon. member is getting some information
tonight, and he and the member for Mt.
Lawley are both protesting that I am dis-
closing things that should not be revealed,
whereas a few short days ago one of their
fellow members in the Legislative Council
was anxious for certain papers to be dis-
closed-a remarkable reversal of formn!
They cannot have it both ways. As mem-
bers know perfectly well, I am built In such
a fashion that I do not take kindly to
People throwing punches at me right and
left and I usually endeavour to throw a
few verbal ones back.

It has been all I have been able to do
for the past several weeks to restrain my-
sell as long as I have; and I have en-
deavoured this evening to submit facts, as
revealed by the papers and records, with-
out giving my own impressions, which
would be improper, of what I think and
what my experience has been as Minister
for Forests. I can assure the entire House
and the people of Western Australia that
much consideration has already been given
by the Government to this matter and that
this important question will receive the
consideration it deserves when final de-
cisions are made. All may rest assured
that such decisions will be reached without
personal favour but in the very best In-
terests of the State-

On motion by the Minister for Railways,
debate adjourned,

House adjourned at 9.55 p.m.

Wednesday. 2nd September, 1958.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

HEALTH.
As to Funds for Infant Clinics.

Mr. NIMMO asked the Minister for
Health:

(1) How much money is available for
infant health clinics?

(2) H-ow much money has been made
available for the cost of building infant
health centres?

(3) To what places has that money
been promised?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) The estimates for this financial year

are under consideration by the Treasurer.
(2) The approvals mentioned in reply

to No. (3) will involve the Government in
an expenditure on £6,820.

(3) The following are included among
places which have been promised financial
assistance :-Correspondence Bra nc h,
Mothercraft and West Perth Centre; York;
East Cannington; Harvey.

Consideration is being given to applica-
tions from infant health committees re-
presenting other districts.

FACTORIES.
As to Reducing Accident Rate.

Mr. JOHNSON asked the Minister for
Labour:

The annual report of Chief Inspector
of Factories for the year ended the 31st
]December, 1951, relative to safety in in-
dustry, states, "Loss of production by ac-
cidents may easily be reduced and quite
reasonably brought to half present
figure."

(1) Can he state whether the predicted
reduction has taken place?

(2) If the answer to No. (1) is in the
negative, has the inspector-

(a) sufficient power;
(b) sufficient staff to erasure that the

improvement does take place?7
The MINISTER replied:
(1) Somne progress has been made and

a specially appointed committee has made
some important recommiendations which
are at present under consideration.

The Government railways and some of
the larger industrial plants have appointed
safety officers and committees with good
results.

(2) (a) The Chief Inspector has not
sufficient power to completely organise
this work. The Government, however, is
already giving consideration to the posi-
tion.

(b,) This question is bound up in the
Government's consideration of the whole
matter, as indicated in the answer to
No. (2) (a).

WATER SUPPLIES.
(a) As to Provision for Mt. Ida.

Mr. O'BRIEN asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:

(1) Is he prepared to fulfil the promise
of the previous Government by making
available sufficient financial assistance to
assure an adequate water supply for the
mining town of Mt. Ida?

(2) if so, when?
The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) When arrangements are finalised.

(b) As to Valuations and Rate,
Narem been.

Mr. PERKINS asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:

(1) What is the average percentage in-
crease of valuations of properties in
Narembeen townsite for water supply pur-
poses by reason of the recent revaluation
of that centre?7

(2) To avoid anomalies compared with
areas that have not been revalued, will
the Government reduce the rate in the
E so that ratepayers will not be in a worse
position than those living in other towns?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) 05.1 per cent.
(2) There are very few districts in the

State still remaining to be revalued. AUl
towns from Northamn to Kalgoorie, to-
gether with Bruce Rock and Kondinin,
have been revalued within the last three
years.



(ASSEMBLY.]

HOSPITALS.
As to Meekatharra District Building.

Mr. O'BRIEN asked the minister for
Health:

(1) When does he expect to have the
new Meekatharra district hospital com-
pleted?

(2) Is he aware of the urgency of the
new hospital?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Approval has been given for the

erection of a new hospital at Meekatharra.
Detailed Plans and specifications are
being prepared by the Public Works De-
partment, after which tenders will be
called.

(2) Yes.

DEPARTMENTAL SALARIES.

(a) As to Police Dep~artmzent.
Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister for

Police:
Would be supply a detailed list of the

number of servants drawing a salary of
£1,300 per annum and over from the Police
Department?

The MINISTER replied:
The number of servants drawing a salary

of E1,300 Per annum and over, from the
Police Department, is-

One at £1,980.
Two at £1,601.
One at £1,573.
One at £1,537.
One at £1,511.
One at £1,501.
One at £1,498.
One at £ 1,479.
Two at £1,453.
Three at £1,451.
One at £1,441.
Two at £1,417.
Three at £1,407.
One at £1,398.
Seven at £1,381.
One at £1,304.

The above salaries include allowances.

(b) As to Education Department.

Mr. JAMIESON as
Education:

Would he supply
number of servants
£1,300 per annum an'
cation Department?

The MINIUSTER re:
Administrative
Teachers:

Teachers' lecturi
Secondary
Technical
Primary ..

(c) As to Civil Service.
Mr. JAMIESON asked the Treasurer:
Would he supply a detailed list of the

number of persons drawing a salary of
£1,300 Per annum and over as civil ser-
vants?

The TREASURER replied:
The number of civil servants in receipt

of a salary of £1,300 and over as at the
1st July. 1953, was:-

Males .... .... .... 245
Females .... .... .... 2

Depanmental scmang, of Civil Servants in Receip of a
salary of £1,300 and Over a at 1Jul14 1953.

Departmentas. jJmaim esnne

Tresr.............
GovernetSorsi=
Government Printing Office.

Commis...................I
Housig Comissio

Audit......................4
Forest..................5
Leads and Suves...........15
Minne ... ... .. 19
Chief Secriry's- M. F.

Head Office 2
RitrrGeneral's 2 ..

Astronomical 1. ..
Harbour and Light 5 ..
Medical and Health 23 2
Mental Hospitals 6 .. 40 2

Tourist Bureau.........
Fisheries ................
Public Works...................4
Town Planning Board........I
Local GovermentI
=etr"Ila Water Supyis....1

ndsrfli Development I 2
Sitate Insurance Offic.......
Crowna Law- M.

Head Office ... 9 ..
Courts 7 ..
Public Trest 1I ..

Electoral 1 . ..
Land Titles.........
prices I ..

- 21

Agriculture........................19 ..
Native Affairs..................1 .
Public service Commdssioner's Office. 2

Total.. . I............24 2

TRANSPORT.
As to Exemption for Farmers.

ked the Minister for Transport:
In the notice published in the "Gov-

adetailed list of the erment Gazette" of the 31st July, 1953.
drawing a salary of relating to exemptions for farmers to

d over from the Edu- transport, in their own trucks, barley or
rye, and back-load other goods, why were

plied:livestock, poultry, fruit, vegetables, dairy
plied:produce or other perishable commodities,
.... .... .... 31 or whcat or oats mentioned in the notice,

when these commodities were already
ers .... .... 11 mentioned in the Act as Permitted to be

.... .... 18 carted by farmers in their own trucks,

.... .... 15 and on the return journey any quantity

.... .... .... 83 of requisites for the domestic use of such
- producer, or for use by him in the pro-
158 duction of the commodities mentioned
- above?
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The MINISTER replied:
Requests were received f rom. the

Farmer's Union-
(1) for the same exemption in respect

of rye as was held by farmers for
the commodities mentioned in the
Act as Permitted by farmers to
be carried in their own trucks;
and

(2) for some indication of the quan-
tity of those commodities re-
quired to be carried to qualify for
the right to back-load supplies and
requisites.

It was decided to grant an exemption
for rye upon the terms set out in the
notice in the "Government Gazette" and
to notify that in respect of the other
named commodities the farmer had at
least the same rights.

The notice Published in the "Govern-
ment Gazette" of the 31st July, 1953, does
not in any wise impair any exemption
held by a farmer under the Act.

HOUSING.
(a) As to Proposed Flats, Subkzeo.

Hon. Dame FLORENCE CARDELL-
OLIVER asked the Minister for Lands:

(1) What is a brief history of the land
at Subiaco on which it is proposed to
erect 242 flats?

(2) Is it vested at present in the Educa-
tion Department, and if so, how was it
so vested, and when?

(3) How was it that portions of the
land were previously sold to private
owners?

(4) Has the Government power to erect
the proposed flats without an authority
of a permanent reserves Act?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) The reserve consists of three lots

-215, 216 and 418.
Lot 418 was originally granted to

the trustees of the Lady Smith
Lodge, who surrendered the land to the
Crown in exchange for Perth lot E44,
situate in East Perth. The lot was
then set aside for a school-site and
formed part of Reserve No. 10118.

Lot 215 was originally granted to
the trustees of the Home of Peace.
The Government resumed the land
on the 18th July, 1902, for Govern-
ment requirements and the trustees
were granted Perth Lot 247 in ex-
change. This lot was included in the
reserve.

The original Lot 216 was reserved
for no particular purpose and the
reserve was not gazetted. Portion
of the lot was then resurveyed as
Lot 408 and reserved for Congrega-
tional Church purposes. The church
was later given authority to sell the
land, which was done. The balance
remaining as Lot 216 was then set
aside as portion of Reserve 10118.

(2) Yes. Lots 215, 216 and 418 were re-
served for school-site purposes on the 15th
December, 1916, and have since that date
remained a school-site reserve.

(3) Answered by No. (1).
(4) Yes, it is not a Class "A" reserve.

(b) As to Commonwealth-State Rental
Agreement Funds.

Mr. WILD asked the Minister for
Housing:

What funds were made available under
the Commonwealth-State rental agree-
ment for the years 1952-53 and 1953-54?

The MINISTER replied:
1952-53-f 2,900,000.
1953-54-f3.750,000.

COCKBURN SOUND.
(a) As to Proposed Pilotage Arrangements.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN asked the Minis-
ter for Works:

(1) Is it proposed to pay all Pilotage
fees for Anglo-Iranian ships coming into
Cockburn Sound?

(2) If so. is the Governent footing the
bill?

(3) If not, will the Fremantle Harbour
Trust have to provide the pilotage?

(4) If pilotage is to be provided by
either the Government or the Harbour
Trust, what will be the approximate cost
on the estimated number of ships likely
to enter Cockburn Sound per year?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Tankers will be exempt from pay-

ment of pilotage charges under the Anglo-
Iraninn Oil Company Agreement Act.

(2), (3) and (4) These matters have
still to be determined.

(b) As to Dredging for B.H.P. Works.
Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN asked the Minister

for Works:
What is the estimated expenditure on

the dredging to be done for Broken Hill
Proprietary works at Cockburn Sound-

(a) for the berth and swinging basin;
(b) for the other channels on Public

Works Department's plan?
The MINISTER replied:
(a) Nil.
(b) Preliminary estimate-flSO,000.

HORTICULTURE.
As to Fruit Fly Spraying, Hills Area.

Mr. McCULLOCH asked the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) Was a poll held in 1952 by the Hills
Growers' Association to determine whether
compulsory spraying in connection with
the fruit fly question should be enforced?
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(2) If the answer to No. (1) is in the
affirmative, what number of the enrolled
membership of the Hills Growers' .Assocla-
tion recorded their votes at the poll?

(3) What was the total enrbbnent of the
association when the poll was held?

(4) Does the Agricultural Department
agree that the spraying scheme should
be limited to certain specific areas?

The MINISTER. replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Eighty-seven growers exercised

their right to vote. it is thought that
almost all were commercial fruit growers.
Seventy-seven were in favour and 10
against.

(3) Membership of the association is
not known but the number of commercial
growers on the roll was 178.

(4) Baiting schemes are most suited to
closely settled fruit growing districts.

SWINANA PROJECT.
(a) As to Request for Federal Assistance.

Hon. C. F. J. NORTH asked the Premier:
Is an answer expected from Canberra

regarding Federal assistance to the State
Government in the Kwlnana project
before the State Budget Is brought down?

The PREMIER replied:
It Is not known when the Commonwealth

Government will make a decision. A
telegram has been sent to the Prime Min-
ister asking that the making of a decision
be expedited.

(b) As to Effect on School Additions,
Claremont.

Hon. C. P. J. NORTH asked the Minis-
ter for Education:

(1) Are any school additions in the
Claremont electorate dependent indirectly
upon Federal assistance in connection
with Kwlnana?

(2) If so, which, and what Is involved?
The MINISTER replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) Oraylands, 2 classes, £4,000. East

Claremont, alterations, £2,850.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES.
As to Acquisition of Local Undertaings.

Hon. C. F. J. NORTH asked the Minis-
ter for Works:

(1) Is it a fact that the State Electri.-
city Commission has settled compensation
claims by the Clareniiit Municipal Coun-
cil, the Nedlands Road Board, and the
Sublaco City Council, as a result of the
commission's compulsory acquisition of
their electricity undertakings In 1951?

(2) is It a fact that the amounts of
compensation will be £;100,000 for Clare-
mont, £70,000 for Nedlands, and £120,00
for Sublaco?

(3) Is It a fact that extra payments of
accrued interest since acquisition of these
undertakings will be paid to the local
authorities at 41 per cent.?

(4) Over what period wvill the money be
paid to the local authorities?

(5) How many local authorities have
claims still outstanding, and when will
these be finalised?
The MINISTER replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) Yes,
(3) Yes.
(4) The money will be paid over vary-

ing optional periods in each case to suit
the convenience of the local authority and
the commission.

(5) Three. Bassendean and South
Perth Road Boards and the Ouildford
Municipality.

Negotiations are now proceeding with
the Bassendean Road Board and these will
be followed by negotiations with the other
two local authorities.

liii ELECTORAL.

As to District Areas.
Hon. A. F. WATTS asked tile Minister

for Justice:
What Is the area of each of the follow-

ing Assembly electoral districts:-Eyre,
Greenough, Roe. Stirling, Warren?
The MINISTER replied:

Eyre-92,200 square miles.
Greenough-15,124 square miles.
Roe-18,918 square miles.
Stirling-9,119 square miles.
Warren-3,135 square miles.

RAILWAYS.
As to Tambellup-Ongerup Line, Freight

and Revenue.
Ron. A. F. WATTS asked the Minister

for Railways:
(1) If it is impossible to supply In the

form desired the information regarding
tonnage carried and revenue derived from
the Tambellup-Ongerup railway, as asked
for in my question last Thursday, is it
equally impossible to supply the informa-
tion in that form in respect of any other
branch line?

(2) If so, how do the Railway Commis-
sioners arrive at a conclusion as to whether
such a line is payable or not, when mak-
ing any recommendation as to consider-
ing closure of any line?

The M1141STER replied:
(1) The information for each station as

requested by the hon. member on Thurs-
day is not extracted separately and ad-
ditional expenditure would be incurred In
transferring staff to secure it. This applies
to all other lines.
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(2) The cost of operating a section and
the revenue accruing to that section from
inwards, outwards and local traffic, are
extracted and form the basis for recoin-
mendations.-

LANDS.
As to Survey of Areas Selected.

Ron. A. F. WATTS asked the Minister
for Lands:

Referring to my question concerning
surveys of newly taken up country land
asked on the 11th August, will he state
in which areas the 21 contract surveyors
have been engaged on the part-time basis
mentioned, and what total area of land
newly taken up in the country has been
surveyed by them in the last year?

The MINISTER replied:
Eight of the 21 contract surveyors were

engaged on city and town surveys.
The other 13 contract surveyors sur-

veyed during the year ended the 30th
June, 1953, 235 locations comprising a
total area of 96,298 acres in 18 different
land districts as follows:-

No. of
Locations

District. Surveyed. Acreage.
Avon .. .
Canning
Cockburn Sound
Esperance ..
Hampton
Jilbadji
Kojonup
Melbourne
Murray
Nelson ... ..
Ngalbaln
Plantagenet
Sussex
swan
Victoria

Williams ..
Windefl

18
35
5

32
1
3

15
11
1o
13
3

49
15
3
5
5
'1
5

235

5,794
32

1,948
19,349

4
1,262

14,717
3,219

69
1,735

6
22,192

1,049
2,327

16,605
40

4,357
893

96,298

In addition, the 13 contract surveyors
classified 109,331 acres, and surveyed 694
miles of traverses and 667 miles of roads.

TRAFFIC.
(a) As to Special Licenses and Eyesight

Tests.
Mr. YATES asked the Minister for

Police:.
(1) How many special licenses are is-

sued to motorists who are compelled to
wear glasses?

(2) 'How often are these licenses re-
viewed?

(3) Were any convictions made during
the last twelve months against motorists
who failed to wear glasses while in charge
of a vehicle. If so, how many?

(4) What is the system of eyesight
besting In operation at the present time
for motorists who do not come in the
above category?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) 1,518.
(23 Licenses to drive motor vehicles

whilst wearing glasses are reviewed at the
expiration of 12 months from date of is-
sue, when reapplication must be made,
which involves another eyesight test.

(3) Yes. One (1).
(4) Applicants for motor drivers' licenses

are examined in a special room set apart
at the Traffic Branch for eyesight testing.

At a distance of 20 feet an applicant
is required to read with each eye separ-
ately, a chart upon which are enumerated
certain letters set to a standard chart,
known as the Snellin eyesight chart, ap-
proved by Dr. Pearson, D.M.O., Perth, for
use throughout the State.

The applicant must be able to conform
to a certain reading without use of
glasses, and if unable to do so, is rejected
and must apply for an extraordinary or
conditional license.

The standard of eyesight reading ad-
vances from normal which is denoted 6/6
to 6160, as follows:-6/6, 6/9, 6/12, 6/18.
6124, 6/3 6, 6160.

To obtain an ordinary driver's license,
applicants must be able to read the chart
at least 6/12 each eye without glasses.
These readings, however, do not disclose
deflcizncies such as tunnel vision, bino-
cular or double vision, muscular defects
and diseases of the eye such as cataracts.
Thrs2 can only be disclosed upon exam-
inn Uon by qualified optometrists.

In the case of an applicant with sight
in one eye only: If he or she is able
to read the chart at the standard set for
normal vision, i.e., 6/6, then, subject to
receipt of medical advice from the D.M.O.,
or in the case of an applicant from the
country, a medical practitioner approved
by the Commissioner of Police, showing
applicant has adequate field vision, a
license is issued.

Upon issue of an ordinary license, no
further test is made of eyesight except
where application is made for an addi-
tional license, or duplicate license, or
through a license lapsing for a period, or
the condition of a person's eyesight com-
ing under notice of the police.

(bi) As to Vehicles in Disrepair.
Mr. YATES asked the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Local Govern-
ment:

(1) Is he aware that occasional vehicles
(bearing country number plates) and in
a bad state of repair are using metropoli-
tan roads?

391
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(2) Is it the responsibility of road
noards and municipalities to see that
vehicles -are in good condition before
licenses are issued?

(3) Will he take steps to see that in
future a more rigid inspection is carried
out?

The MINISTER FOR POLICE replied:
(1) NO.
(2) Yes.
(3) Steps have been taken in this direc-

tion.

MEAT.
As to Loss ont Stockpiling.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN asked the Treas-
urer:

(1) Is he aware that many thousands
of pounds were last by the previous Gay-
erment's handling of the stockpiling of
meat?

(2) Is he aware that up to date an
amount approaching £100,000 has been
lost?

(3) Was this done in order to keep up
the price of meat?

(4) Is he also aware that the mutton
could not even be disposed of to the Zoo
because it was in such a condition that
even the lions refused to cat it?

The TREASURER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The total to date is approximately

£62,000.
(3) No.
(4) The Zoo authorities are using a pro-

portion of this meat. I am advised the
lions eat it with relish.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Eleventh Day-conclusion.

Debate resumed from the previous day
on the motion for the adoption of the
Address, as amended.

THE MINISTER FOR- RAILWAYS
(Ron. H. H. Styants--Kalgoorlie) [4.503:
I propose as briefly as possible, to answer
same of the criticism that has been level-
led, principally at the Railway Depart-
ment, and endeavour to convince members
that much of the adverse comment was
unjustified. Firstly, I would like to men-
tion that I regarded some of the criticism
as constructive and helpful. I refer par-
ticularly to the speech made by the mem-
ber for Cottesloe. He had a logical
approach to the Railway Department's
Problems, and gave the department credit
for the development, in years past, of
many of the outback agricultural lands
of this State.

I wish, too, to thank the member for
Blackwood for the assistance he has given
to the Railway Department, If other
members adopted the same attitude of

encouragement and endeavoured to get
people to patronise the railways, the ser-
vice would be In a much more flourishing
condition than it Is today. The approach
of the member for Maylands to the ques-
tion of the relative costs of tram, diesel
bus and electric trolley-bus transport was
quite reasonable. Unfortunately, he pre-
faced his remarks with the fatuous state-
inent that the Tramway Department was
apparentlkT not alive to the cheapness of
diesel transport. As a matter of fact, the
Information which the hon. member gave
to the House was obtained from the Tram-
way Department to show all members
that diesel transport, under certain con-
ditions, is much more economical than
trolley-bus or tram transport. Of course,
the department is quite well aware of the
fact and, had the hon. member been suf-
ficiently observant, he would have realised
that many of the reforms he advocated
have been operating for at least 18 months.

The use of tramears and trolley-buses
for Sunday work has been discontinued
because there are sufficient diesel buses to
cater for the needs of the public, and it
was recognised that these buses arc cheaper
to run. Also, all special. services, such as
the transport of children to school swim-
ming classes, museum classes and sporting
events, are catered for with buses. I can-
not agree with the hon. member's sugges-
tion that we should scrap our electric
trolley-buses. He said that to cater for
the three services with which he was
dealing, 46 diesel buses would be required
and at a cost of £6,500 each, that repre-
sents a figure of £299,000.

The hon member failed to understand
that, due to the policy of the previous
Government, we have 40 electric trolley-
buses in excess of the peak-time require-
ments of the State. I say, "due to the
policy of the Previous Government," be-
cause it gave away to private omnibus
operators many of the paying routes. As
each trolley-bus costs approximately
£8,500, we have in the neighbourhood of
£500,000 lying idle. These trolley-
buses were ordered towards the end of
1946 and, had the hon. member made in-
quiries over the last couple of years, voiced
his objection and pointed out that trolley-
bus transport was not as cheap as diesel
transport, he might have been able to in-
fluence the then Premier to cancel the
order for some of these buses, a few of
which have been arriving within recent
times.

So it would be foolish for the Govern-
ment to spend the sum of £299,000 to pur-
chase 46 diesel buses while at the same
time they had approximately £300,000 or
£E400,000 worth of electric trolley-buses ly-
Ing idle. The Mt. Rawthorn-Newcastle-st.
route mentioned by the hon. member was
arranged by the previous Government, and
I have no fault to find with it. I think it
will provide a much better service, and that
even the member for Maylands will admit
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that the service provided is much better
than it was when the old trains were used.
After the corners of the Horseshoe Bridge
have been truncated and trolley-buses can
be run on the old tram route along New-
castle-sb., the people residing in Mt. Haw-
thorn, Leederville and West Perth will ap-
preciate the service even more.

In computing the operational costs, the
hon. member lost sight of the fact that
the economic life of a tramncar is 25 years,
a trolley-bus 20 years. and a diesel bus
only 10 years. In addition, the fact that
two operatives are used on both trolley-
buses and tramns and usually only one on
a diesel bus, has a considerable effect on
operating costs. I do not know whether the
hon. member favours the idea of one-man
buses but, while it is economical, I con-
sider it imposes a greater hardship upon,
for instance, a woman with a baby in arms.
If she wants to go to town, or travel to
any part of the metropolitan area to visit
her friends, she must take a pramn or
pusher with her. If there is only one man
on the bus-and these drivers have been
instructed that they must not leave the
driving seat-the woman must either ask
somebody to hold, the baby for her while
she puts the pram on the bus, ask some-
body else to do the job, or lay the baby
on the ground.

Hon. Dame Florence Cardell-Oliver: Do
not be absurd! A woman never does that.
I have never seen a woman put her baby
on the ground.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Did
the hon. member ever try to put a pram
on a bus and hold a baby in her arms?

Hon. Dame Florence Cardell-Oliver: I
have done much more than that. A woman
does not put her baby on the ground.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
is an impossibility to put a pram on a bus
and hold a baby at the same time. A lady
with the physique of the hon. member
might be able to do both, but there are
many ladles who are built on racing lines,
and they have not the physical capabili-
ties of the hon. member. Nevertheless I
have seen at least one mother of some
seven or eight stone with a baby in her
arms weighing possibly 201lb. and for her
to hook a pram on to the back of a trolley-
bus would be difficult enough, even with-
out the handicap of holding the baby.
Perhaps the member for Subiaco, will sug-
gest giving us an exhibition of how this
should be done in the same way as when
she advocated the closing of the s.p. shops,
namely, that she would pray on the foot-
paths for them to be done away with.

Hon. Dame Florence Cardell-Oliver: I
do not mingle the two at all.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Al-
though the one-man buses are economical,
they are certainly not convenient for the
mother with a baby. The loss incurred
by the Tramway Department has been
brought about largely by the lack of

political courage on the part of the pre-
vious Government to keep fares in pro-
portion to the basic wage rises.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: More prepara-
tion for the elections!

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: That
Government did not take into considera-
tion that fares have risen on an average
of 150 per cent. The Leader of the Op-
position knows that the basic wage has
risen about 275 per cent. and, lacking the
same poitical courage as he did when
dealing with railway fares and freights,
he did not keep the fares of the Tram-
way Department sufficiently high to off-
set the increases in the basic wage. I do
not find any fault with that, but I do not
want carping critics in this House blam-
ing the railway or tramway worker for
not pulling his weight or doing a fair
day's work. The Opposition members
should accept the responsibility for not
increasing railway fares and freights al-
though aware that the operating expenses
of the railways are approximately 50 per
cent. below those of railways in the
Eastern States.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: What different
ideas the Minister has now since he went
over to that side of the House!

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
Previous Government also adopted a policy
of maintaining the tramway routes in cer-
tain portions of the metropolitan area. it
spent large sums of money on the relay-
ing of tram tracks in the city and even
in some of the suburbs In order to per-
petuate the tramway traffic.

Hon. Sir Ross MeLarty: It had to be
kept going.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
If the member for Maylands had only
removed that Political muzzle about 18
months ago and had given the House,
and Particularly the Leader of the Op-
Position, the information which he gave
the House the other day, some good would
have resulted. That was the policy of
the Previous Government-not only to
maintain the tramway services, but also
the trolley-bus services. I have no fault
to find with the extension of the trolley-
bus routes, but it was a mistake to con-
tinue operating the trains with a service
such as we have.

In Sydney, Melbourne and Adelaide, in
which cities the trains run on a 5ft. Sins.
or 4ft. 8iins. gauge, the authorities are
sticking hard and fast to the tramway
systems. They would not think of chang-
ing over to diesel or trolley-buses. On
a Sft. 6ins, gauge and in narrow streets
such as we have I think it was a mistake
to spend large amounts of money on the
maintenance of the tramway system.

There are two Important features of
the Railway Department that I want to
refer to and because of the limited time
at my disposal I shall not delay dealing
with them. in my opinion, there are three
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reasons for the start and continuance of
the unfavourable financial position of the
railways in this State. one is that they
have been subject to fnancial starvation
since 1930. If members will peruse the
reports of the Commissioners of Railways
from 1930 onwards they will find, especi-
ally in the early 1930's, that they refer
clearly and strongly to what was described
as "deferred maintenance," which prob-
lem arose because the Commissioners were
unable to obtain sufficient money to re-
new the sleepers, etc.

From then on, they made spasmodic
efforts to remedy the position and de-
mands were made upon the Governments
of the day to assist in that direction. The
lack of finance in those years brought
stagnation to the railway service and
especially with regard to the maintenance
of the permanent way-which, to say the
least of it, was alarming-and the same
applies today. I, as Minister for Rail-
ways, cannot get anywhere near the
amount of money necessary from the
Treasury-because it has not got the funds
available-to carry out the rehabilitation
programme which was agreed to by Par-
liament in 1948 and was embodied in a
measure put into effect by the previous
Government.

The second cause of the deterioration
in railway finance was the failure by the
previous Government to increase fares
and freights in proportion to the increased
costs. Despite what the member for
Moore has told the House, namely, that
railway freights are cheaper in the East-
ern States than they are in Western Aus-
tralia-

Mr. Ackland: Except in New South
Wales. I obtained that information from
your own department.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. member got his information In
regard to superphosphate from the Yealer-
Ing delegate at the Farmers' Union con-
ference and instead of making inquiries
as to what the general freight rates were,
the hon. member, in this House, made
a bald statement that freights in this
State are higher than in the Eastern
States. In fact, they are not 60 per cent.
of the freights in the Eastern States ex-
cept in isolated instances, such as the
freight on the carriage of fertiliser over
short distances.

Mr. Ackland: I said that they were
higher than any other State, except New
South Wales.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
I will show to the hon. member how in-
accurate his statement Is. Since 1951 the
basic wage increases for railway employees
have amounted to £2,250,000 annually.
That was When the previous Government
made the last general increase in freight
rates. When it is considered that for
every shilling increase in the basic wage
it costs the Railway Department an ad-
ditional £30,000 per annum in wages alone,

we have some idea of what the total cost
to the department for wages has been
since 1951, that is £2,250,000 per annum
approximately.

In addition to that, increases have been
made in the cost of such commodities as
rails, sleepers and similar lines. The
cost of those requirements has Increased
proportionately to the increase In the
basic wage, and yet there has been scarcely
any rise in freight rates. That is why
the Railway Department is making a loss
of £3,000,000. and yet members will infer
in this House that there is something
wrong with the emfciency of the de-
partment. They should be fair and
admit that the cause of this loss
has been financial starvation in the
first place and, in the second place,
that the railways are performing a
service now at a much cheaper rate
than they were previously and, further.
at a lesser rate than the rail services
operating in the Eastern States. In addi-
tion, there are 1,400 miles of railway in
this State that are not .tven returning
half of the operating costs, and that is
not taking into consideration the fact
that interest and depreciation have to be
provided for. That is why the railways are
showing a loss. It is not because there
is inefficiency among the heads of the
department or In the wages section of it.
The sole reason for the loss is that the
fares and freights have not kept pace
with the increased costs of the department.

Hon. Sir floss McLarty: Yet your Gov-
ernment says it will progressively reduce
fares and freights. It will take you many,
many months to accomplish that. You
are very inconsistent.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
want to deal with the alarming situation
created particularly over the last five years
with regard to the permanent way. I have
a document which was sent to my pre-
decessor by the Commissioner of Railways
and I propose to read extracts from it.
It will be seen that the Commissioner in-
dicated the urgent necessity of putting
the permanent way in order. Although
the permanent way was commented on
very adversely by the Gibson and du
Piessis Royal Commission in 1947?-1948,
apparently nothing has been done over the
last five years to remedy the position.

If we can find the money to pay for
diesel locomotives and the plant that has
been ordered, the position as far as trac-
tive effort and the carrying capacity of
the railways are concerned will be fairly
satisfactory. But it is quite easy to order
diesel engines, and VP engines and wagons
and then walk out and leave somebody else
to Pay for them. Accordingly I cannot
give the previous Government any credit
for that. As far as the permanent way is
concerned, however, I was astonished when
I became the ministerial head of the de-
partment to find that nothing had been
done to remedy the existing deplorable
position.

I
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Any man in the street would be able
to tell members that if they want to run
last trains with big engines, the first
essential is to put the railway bed in
order. The previous Government, unfor-
tunately. started at the top of the job
instead of at the bottom, with the result
that the present position has been created
and is becoming more alarming every day.
We are averaging about two derailments
a week and it Is costing the Governiment
several thousand pounds for derailments
alone.

This has been brought about by the pre-
vious Government not keeping the per-
manent way in order, despite the fact
that the Leader of the Opposition said he
had instituted a. well-balanced programme
for the railways. These are the words of
his own Commissioner, and they will show
bow well-balanced a programme has been
put into operation.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: r gave you some
figures on what we spent.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: This
is what is contained in the report sent
to my predecessor. It was dated April,
1952, and reads as follows:-

The condition of the track on the
W.A.G.R. has for a long time been
a matter of great concern to the Rail-
ways Commission who can state defi-
nitely that the standard for many
years has been low and in recent years
is giving cause for alarm on a num-
ber of important sections. In the past
there has been no systematically
formulated and implemented pro-
gramme of renewals, with the inevit-
able result that sleeper replacement
has fallen into arrears and rail re-
newals have been almost entirely
neglected.

I will give the actual figures presently.
In effect, the railway has been living

on Its capital without any provision
towards the accumulation of funds
for replacement and the day of reck-
oning has arrived; it is no longer pos-
sible to defer urgent renewals.

Despite the fact that this report was
issued in April, 1952, nothing at all was
done by the Government up to the time
it Went out Of office.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: The Government
ordered large quantities of rails, etc-

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
report continues--

The main components of a railway
track are rails, sleepers, ballast and
points and crossings. No specific
consideration will be given to minor
components such as fastenings, as
their procurement Is relatively easy
and the cost small in proportion to
the main items.

Turning to the question of sleepers, the
Commission has this to Say In the note
addressed to my predecessor:-

Sleepers: A thorough investiga-
tion has been made into the sleeper
position on the W.A.G.R. There are
about 2,100 sleepers per mile of track,
whether in main lines, loops or sid-
ings. The approximate number on
the whole railway is, therefore, as
follows-

millions
main line and loops 8.9
Sidings..........97 Exluding lines
Private idings...........1 J no abandoned.

10.05

Investigation has been made into
the average safe life of the various
classes of sleepers and a figure of
approximately 20 years has been ac-
cepted, though some may last longer
and some a good deal less. It is Im-
portant to note that the failure of a
sleeper is due primarily to age, to
some extent location and nature of
terrain, and only to a limited extent
to density of traffic, unless really
heavy. The age basis, therefore, gives
a reasonably accurate estimate of
yearly requirements.

In order to step up the supply of
sleepers, representations have been
made to the Government, the Con-
servator of Forests and the sawmillers.
Discussions have been somewhat pro-
tracted, two main difficulties in the
timber Industry being the shortage of
mill labour and the low controlled
price of sleepers for Western Aus-
traia compared with the more profit-
able work of cut timber and scant-
lings, and the higher price obtainable
for export sleepers.

Only recently it was necessary for me
to have a conference with the sawmillers,
the Forests Department and the Railway
Department, because the sawmillers said
that, despite the quantity of export tim-
ber from this State-both interstate and
overseas--they were unable to supply the
Railway Department with its requirements.
It was my duty to make them understand
that there were ways and means of en-
suring that the requirements of Western
Australia were met if not through them
then through some other means. They
are thinking the matter over. While we
wanted 624,000 sleepers for the coming
year thjey said we could only get 580,000.
But they have decided to think the matter
over. There is one thing certain, how-
ever, and that Is that if we are to Operate
and maintain our railways, we must obtain
sleepers and rails to relay them.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLarty: Last year the
labour cost in regard to sleepers was
£170,000. Now you are trying to tell us
we did nothing.

395
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The report continues--

Although it Is not possible to lay
down an economic life of a rail with
the same degree of accuracy as for a
sleeper, a fair average approximation
is 40 years.

In March 1952, the milage of run-
ning track was 4.324 and siding 561
miles. of the former total 1,587 miles
are over 50 years old and 1,061 miles
are between 49 and 50 years old.
Thus, 2,648 miles are over 40 years
old. On a pure age basis, assuming
that rail renewals had been carried
out when due, 85 miles of track should
have been renewed yearly on a 50-year
basis, and 108 miles per year on a
40-year age basis. The fact is that
for many years practically no rail
renewals have been carried out, and
the condition of rails on certain sec-
tions is giving reason for very great
concern, as safety is being seriously
threatened.

Surely that was warning enough! To
continue-

Over the last ten years only ap-
proximately 40 miles of new rails have
been laid, and on the basis of the
above ages, the arrears for 19 Years
for a 50-year life are 810 miles and
for a 40-year life about 1,040 miles.

This is the number they should have re-
newed had there been a properly balanced
rehabilitation programme.

Hon. Sir Ross MeLarty: You know we
could not get rails.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: But
we find that over the last five years the
previous Government relald 36 miles of
track, 32 miles of which were relaid from
Boyanup to Busselton. The relaying pro-
gramme of the previous Government was,
with the exception of the Boyanup-Bussel-
ton section, four miles over five years.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: You know that
we could not get the rails.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
report continued-

No rail on any important section
of the railway should be lef t in the
track for more than 40 years, and
should be renewed as dictated by
physical condition disclosed by in-
spection after 30 years (or less if
traffic is heavy), when those released
may have some value for unimportant
lines or sidings.

In order that the poor condition of
i-te rails of certain important sections
way be better appreciated, some de-
tails are given below-

South-West-Arnadale to Bunbury
96 miles:

This is one of the main arteries and this
is the condition of the permanent way as
was Indicated to my predecessor last
year-

The rails are 60-lb. W.Af.. type laid
in 1914 and are 38 years old. This sec-
tion carries heavy traffic, some at
high speeds, so that the economic life
has now passed. In many areas the
surface of the rails Is badly scarred
and the presence of fatigue cracks
Is strongly suspected. Some renewals
have been carried out, so that a gen-
eral renewal would result In the re-
lease of a proportion of good rails
suitable for other sections. It is
obviously sound policy to undertake
this renewal at the spine time as the
Installation of the C.T.C. equipment,
most of which Is now on hand. The
steadily increasing traffic on this sec-
tion makes the renewal a most Im-
portant project. Photographs showing
the condition of some rails are ap-
pended to this report. It is proposed
to relay with 80-lb. rails.

Northam-Merredin-103 miles:
This section of important main line

was laid with 58 and 60-lb. rails in
1897-1900 giving an age of 52-55
years. On such a section, carrying
heavy traffic, the age alone would be
ample justification for immediate re-
newal. Many of the rails have been
reduced in weight by wear to 53 and
53J lbs. per yard, the maximum
amount of loss of weight permissible.

if they get any lighter, we shall not be
able to run our powerful locomotives over
them, except at reduced speeds.

There are signs that cracks in the
rails are developing.

A table showing the weights of
specimen rails and photographs of
sections are attached. If this section
of line is not relaid almost immedi-
ately, restrictions of speed progres-
sively increasing will have to be im-
posed for safety reasons. Such action
would have serious repercussions on
the running of trains, not only on the
section affected, but in connecting
areas. The number of rails broken
under traffic is increasing. It is neces-
sary to relay with 80-lb. rails.

I did not see the photographs, but after
having read the document, I decided to
visit the Midland Junction workshops and
inspect them. I was accompanied by a
party of parliamentarians, and we were
absolutely shocked and astounded to see
the condition of many of the rails taken
out of this particular section of the inter-
state line.

Merredin-Kalgoorlle-2 11 miles:
This section was relaid with 60-lb.

W.A.R. material In 1900-1903. The
traffic on this section has never been

396
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as heavy as on the Northam-Merredin
section so that there has not been
the same loss of weight. Speeds have,
however, been higher and there are
many crippled rails in the track On
the basis of age and condition, the
renewal of this track is an urgent
necessity. This section also should
be to 80-lb. standard.

Donnybrook-Bridgetown Section-
42 miles:

These rails are well over 50 years
and the high degree of curvature on
this section has resulted in heavy
curve wear. In view of the severe
gradients and increasing traffic, re-
laying is not only justified but es-
sential. Renewal should be with 80-lb.
rails.

Brunswlck-Collle-26 miles:
This section was relaid with 60-lb.

A.B.A. rails in 1931, and though the
age is not great, considerable curve
wear has taken place. In view of the
very heavy and increasing coal traffic
on this section. relaying with rails
of 80-lb. is very urgent.

Armadale-F'remantle-19 miles:
This line was laid with 60-lb. W.AR.

rails in 1906-07. and though traffic
has not been heavy in the past, there
has been serious water and salt cor-
rosion of the foot and web of the rail
in lengths totalling about 9 miles.
The foot of some rails has corroded
to almost paper thickness and are of
doubtful safety. Such rails must not
be left in position.

The previous Government ordered what
will be known as the VP locomotive, which
will be the heaviest engine operating on
our railways. Speaking from memory.
this type of locomotive is of about 134
tons gross weight, and we propose to use
it on the Collie-Brunswick-Perth section
for the coal traffic. Unless we can get
the line relald, these engines will not be
permitted to work on the South-West or
the Collie-Brunswick section, except at a
reduced speed which would have to be
observed for safety reasons.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: We knew all
that.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: But
what did the hon. member do?

Hon. Sir Ross MeLarty: We ordered
rails.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Then why did the hon. member publish
in the newspaper that his Government was
engaged on a rehabilitation programme?

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: Of course we
were.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The Minister
will address the Chair Instead of the
Leader of the Opposition.

The MIDISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
hon. member started at the top instead of
at the bottom, and that Is why the tracks
are in the dangerous condition we find
them today. Yet the hon. member contra-
dicted my assertion at the time that the
permanent way was in a bad state. Why
did he do that?

Narngulu-Walkaway-1 1 miles:
This section was relaid in 1891 with

464 lb. rails, far too light a section
for the traffic it bears. Some rails
have lost up to 5 lb. in weight and
renewal is an imperative necessity.

Yet not a yard of line put In! We have
made arrangements to relay the 11 miles
of line between Narngulu and Walkaway.

Coolgardie-Norseman-109 miles:
Laid in 1908 with 451b. rails. In

the past traffic has been light, but
with the projected Increase In pyrites
traffic, heavier rails of 60-lb. are neces-
sary so that the new bulk 13-ton axle-
load wagons can be operated to
capacity.

The above are only examples of the
condition of rails in some of the more
important sections of the railway.
The renewal of such sections is justi-
fled on the basis of age, wear, weight
and condition and, if renewals are not
undertaken very early, only disaster
can follow.

We are getting plenty of disasters; they
are occurring at the rate of about two a
week.

Ballast: Ballast is an essential part
of permanent way as it is the medium
for transmitting the axle loads of
traffic from the sleeper to the earth
formation below and ensures the ade-
quate drainage of the track. Inade-
quate ballast or earth packing both
result in accelerated deterioration of
sleepers and rails and can cause ex-
tensive damage to both in wet areas.
particularly at rail joints, the weakest
Part of the track. Once rail joints
are damaged, the rail level cannot be
maintained, flshPlates cease to ensure
a Properly supported joint, and the
rails become Progressively and perma-
nently crippled. Apart from the dam-
age that is caused to the track, the
wear and tear on rollingstock is in-
creased and the smooth riding quali-
ties of the track deteriorates.

Investigations show that practically
no attention has been paid In past
Years to the provision of increased
ballast to meet heavier axle loads, nor
has a regular Programme been pre-
pared for the replacement of ballast
lost by gradual attrition over the
course of time. In these respects, the
W.A.G.R. lags far behind normal rail-
way practice, and measures must be
taken to improve the standard of bal-
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lasting throughout the system and -to
bring to standard the ballast lost over
many years during which no replace-
ment was made.

Points and Crossings: Points and
crossings are a most important part
of the track and deterioration is more
likely to cause very serious derail-
ments and accidents.

It is quite possible that the condition of
the points was the cause of the derailment
of the passenger train at Midland Junc-
tion a few weeks ago.

The maintenance to safe standards
of points and crossings and the ancil-
liary locking and protection gear is
of primary importance for the safe
working of the railway. The condi-
tion of the points and crossings of the
W.A.O.R. is deplorable and stocks of
replacements have dwindled to prac-
tically nil-

Not only did our predecessors fail to re-
place them, but they used the stocks on
hand, which dwindled almost to nil.

-so much so, that the greatest diffi-
culty is experienced in finding sets
for the construction of sidings and
other works which are required from
time to time. On some occasions it
has been necessary to recover from
sidings infrequently used, in order
to provide points and crossings for
other urgent requirements.

It was a case of robbing Peter to pay Paul.
Wherever main lines are to be re-

newed, particularly if a heavier sec-
tion of rail is to be laid, it is essen-
tial that points and crossings should
be renewed at the same time. Not
to do so would be to leave weak spats
in such lines at all stations or sidings.

Appendix "A" shows the placement
of sleepers in the track over the past
20 years indicating the serious defi-
ciency by comparison with the actual
requirements of approximately 565,000
sleepers per annum. There has been
a slight improvement over the past
few years, but the retrogression has
continued to the extent that the an-
nual placements have been less than
565,000 each year. As illustrated by
the figures given in Appendix 11B,"
the deficiency in sleepers placed over
the past ten years aggregates 2,300,000
representing, at today's cost rates
£2,300,000.

And that has Increased to about £3,000,000
since this was written last year.

The same conditions as applied to
re-sleepering limited track re-railing
also and appendix "B" shows the
lamentably small-almost negligible
-milage of line that has been re-
railed during the Past ten years-a
total of 36 miles.

flails have been procured for the
re-laying of the important Annadale-
Bunbury section and a commencement
of this work was to have been made
during the coming financial year.
Owing to the reduction in loan fund
allocation this urgent work will have
to be deferred until funds can be
voted.

And a remarkably Gilbertian situation was
revealed!I It was disclosed that 80 miles
of rails had arrived in this State over the
previcus two years, and those rails had
been held in cold storage at Midland
Junction because trust funds had been
used to purchase them; and until loan
funds became available for the replace-
ment of the trust funds 1, as Minister,
was unable to get the release of rails in
order to put them into the road bed where
they were urgently needed.

My predecessor denied that statement,
when I made it in the Press, but after I
published the version of the Under Treas-
urer of this State, Mr. Reid, a man of
undoubted integrity, it was quite apparent
that the rails had to be held as an asset
against trust funds that had been used
and those rails were not available to the
department until after the 30th June when
loan funds were obtainable for the pur-
pose of replacing the trust funds with
which they were purchased.

Mr. May: They were in pawn.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Yes;

held as an asset against the trust funds.
The report continues-

The situation was represented to
you on 7/3/52 with a strong recom-
mendation that early endeavour be
made to obtain rails at the rate of
2,000 per month for urgent re-laying
works. if full needs cannot be sup-
plied by B.R.P. Ltd. at the rate indi-
cated, then oversea purchase for the
deficiency is advocated as the only
alternative.

But no action was taken.
As with sleepers and rails, so also

has re-ballasting lagged far behind
esential requirements. Appendix "B"
shows that no re-ballasting at all was
undertaken during the six-year period
1941-1947 and since then an aggre-
gate of only 180 miles has been dealt
with. Practically all lines require bal-
last either as replacement or to sup-
plement existing ballast depth. The
leeway to be recovered in this direc-
tion is prodigious and the only bright
spot is that ballast Is a locally avail-
able commodity for the procurement
of which labour and funds are the
requirements.

Appendix "C" provides a summary
of urgent re-railing. re-ballasting and
re-sleepering works spread out as a
five-year programme at a total esti-
mated cost of £10,412,755-roughly
£2,000,000 per annum.
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These works are urgent essentials
for the functioning of the railway
system and it must be appreciated
that there are limits to the amount of
recovery work that may be accom-
plished in any given period. If com-
mencement is delayed, the position
may arise where degeneration of
tracks will outstrip capacity to restore
them. Already the accumulation of
regeneration works will take approx-
imately 15 years to catch up and any
further deferment would have a snow-
ball effect which could lead to a
calamity in W.A. rail transport.

In presenting this submission on the
condition of track of the W.A.G.R.
the Railways Commission has done
its best to bring to the notice of the
Government the serious situation that
must develop if urgent action is hot
taken to provide the funds, materials
and labour essential for steady rehab-
ilitation of worn out track. Optimism
and wishful thinking are of no avail
against solid facts and the facts are
that there are far too many sleepers
quite unserviceable, many sections of
rail are worn out and ballast and
points and crossings are seriously de-
ficient. No railway can continue to
work traffic over track that is stead-
ily deteriorating and in some sections
is bordering on the unsafe. Years of
financial starvation with a resulting
lack of Properly programmed replace-
ments have Produced a state of affairs
which the Commission can now only
view with alarm. They must now draw
the attention of the Government
again, to the seriousness of the situa-
tion and respectfully insist that, un-
less ways and means are made avail-
able for the steady rehabilitation of
the track, they cannot hold themselves
responsible for the progressive deteri-
oration, to the eventual point of
breakdown, that must result.

There Is no ambiguity about that warning.
That was the opinion of the Railway
Commissioner In March, 1952. and yet
the ex-Premier said in the Press that a
well-balanced Programme of rehabilitation
had taken place. On the question of re-
placement of sleepers. Appendix "A" in-
dicates that for 1946-47 there were 408.000,
instead of 565.000 as required. In 1947-48
the number was 390,273; for 1948-49,
378,325; for 1949-50, 399,159: and for
1950-51, 406,128. The appendix states--

This indicates that over the last
five years only 1,982,577 sleepers were
placed in the track, whereas on the
basis of 565,000 per annum, 2,825,000
should have been used-a deficiency
of 842,423.

I could go on and elaborate, but I think
that is an indication to the House of
the deplorable condition of the railways
and the unbalanced Programme of re-
habilitation over the last five years.

I now Want to deal with the statement
made by the member for Moore in con-
nection with the rail freights compared
with those of the Eastern States. I have
a comparative schedule of rates per truck
load. The figures relate to the cost over
a distance of 150 miles. Far superphos-
phate, bricks, wheat and timber, they are
as follows:-

Sdper-
state phosphate Bricks Wheat Timber

a. d. 9.d. s. d. a. d.
Watn. Aust. 28 11 23 11 28 11 47 11
South Aunt. 20 6 51 3 34 9 59 6
Victoria .. 26 0 51 2 47 1 48 7
New Sth. WIS... 28 0 60 0 48 0 60 0
Queensland . 29 8 48 9 45 9 63 5

Those figures show that, except in the case
of super, the freight rates in Western
Australia are considerably lower than those
in the other States, although even with
respect to super, the Western Australian
rate is below that of Queensland.

Hon. Sir Ross Mcbarty: You wml soon
be up to the other States. You are on
the way.

The MINISTER FRon RAILWAYS: The
figures for building board (fibro plaster,
asbestos, etc.,) are as follows:-

State.
Western Australia.......47s. Ild.
South Australia 59s. 6d.
Victoria............73s. 5d.
New South wales.........M. 04.
Queensland.............. 7~s. Od.

It will be seen that in some Instances the
rate is about 45 per cent. of the freight
rates operating in the Eastern States. Yet
the member for Moore told the House
that the rates in Western Australia were
higher than those in the Eastern States.
Here are some other figures--

nar Rod and
State Plate Steel Machinery Wool

s. d, a.d. s. d.
Wstn. Aust ... 53 2 85 2 EIS 2
South Aust. .59 6 185 3 130 8
Victoria 93 0 132 9 142 4
New 6th. Wis. 100 0 100 0 195 0
Queensland 107 0 143 10 -

in connection with smaller quantities,
the rates per ton for groceries are as fol-
lows:.-109s. lid. Western Australia; 131s.
3d. South Australia; 18s.t 7d. Victoria;
205s. New South Wales, and 270s. 8d.
Queensland. That is slightly over 50 per-
cent. of the rates operating. The freights
on small quantities of drapery are as fol-
.lows-lB17s. 5d. Western Australia; 185s.
3d. South Australia: 187s. 7Id. Victoria;
205s. New South Wales; 270s. ad. Queens-
land. It must be remembered that in
Western Australia we have what is known
as the telescopic freight system, in that
for a given distance beyond 250 miles the
rate is less than up to that point and
in this respect the service that has been
rendered to the people of Western Aus-
tralia through cheap rail freights by the
department is particularly evident.

Over 300 miles, the rates for superphos-
phate are as follows:- Western Australia
40s. 5d.; South Australia, 28s. 3d.; Vic-
toria, 40s. lad.; New South Wales, 34s. and
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Queensland, 44s. 6d. There were only two
States comparable to the Western Aus-
tralian average. The rates for bricks were
40S. 5d. for Western Australia; 72s. in
South Australia; 92s. 10d. in Victoria;
87s. in New South Wales, and 70s. 9d. in
Queensland. The figures for wheat--and
this is what interests, or should interest
the member for Moore-are: Western
Australia, 38s.; South Australia, 42$. 3d.;
Victoria, 60s. 3d.; New South Wales, 69s..
and Queensland, 70s. 9d. Then we have
timber: In Western Australia, 60s. 6d.;
South Australia, S0s.; Victoria, 7s. Sd.;
New South Wales, 87s.. and Queensland
93s. 3d. This is another instance of West-
ern Australia being as much as 40 per
cent. below the freight rates operating in
the Eastern States.

I-on. Sir Ross Mclarty: You will not
increase railway freights by 40 per cent.
will you?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
rates for building board-fibre -plaster, as-
bestos, etc.-are: Western Australia, Ss.
6d.; South Australia, 90s.; Victoria li6s.
2d., New South Wales, 87s. and Queens-
land 167s. Id. The freight rate here on
some of these commodities is about 33 per
cent, of that operating in Queensland. For
bar rod and plate steel, the rates are:
Western Australia, 83s. id.; South Aus-
tralia 90s,; Victoria, 149s. lid.; New South
Wales, 145s., and Queensland 167s. Id.
For machinery, the rates are: Western
Australia 114s. 4d.; South Australia, 320s.;
Victoria, 211s. 2d.; New South Wales, 145s.,
and Queensland, 235s. 7d.

Wool, which interests the primary pro-
ducer so much, is 114s. 4d. per ton over
300 miles in Western Australia; 200s. in
South Australia; l89s. in Victoria, and
287s. in New South Wales, Queensland has
the point to point system, which is not
comparable with ours. For groceries, for
a distance of 300 miles, the rates are:
Western Australia, 161s. 6d.: South Aus-
tralia, 220s, 6d.; Victoria, 323s. 5d.; New
South Wales, 316s., and Queensland, 476s.
4d. Yet the hon. member stood up here
and endeavoured to impress upon the
H-ouse that freight rates in Western Aus-
tralia were higher than those in the East-
ern States. As a matter of fact, taken by
and large, particularly beyond 250 miles,
the freight rates in Western Australia
are approximately 50 per cent, of the
Australian average.

Hon. Sir Ross MeLarty: That would be
a steep increase.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
Leader of the Opposition the other night
gleefully stated, "You will have the Grants
Commission on your tail"-he did not say
"on your tail",-"on to you if you do not
raise them to approximately the same
level."

Hon. Sir Ross MeLarty: I said you were
going to reduce them.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
Leader of the Opposition did not. He said
that if we did not reduce them, we would
have the Grants Commission on to us.

Hon. Sir Ross MeLarty: You said you
would reduce fares and freights.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
There are ways and means by which we
can prove whether the hon. member is
right, or I am, in the same way as I have
been able to make a refutation of the
statements made by the member for Moore
in connection with something which, after
all, could have quite easily misled members.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty; You should
know what I said.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
These railway lines were laid for the pur-
pose of development, and they have ful-
filled that purpose. Because motor trans-
port was not then developed to the extent
it is now, the farmers at the time used the
railways. Today the farmer gets every
possible concession, but he is constantly
agitating for greater privileges. He makes
a convenience of the railways for the cart-
ing of his low-priced freight, such as super-
phosphate, which had to be subsidised by
the previous Government to the tune of
just on £250,000, and wheat, which has
been carried for many years at a losing
rate.

Mr. Perkins: And then the railways only
cart wheat and super at their convenience.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
I do not know about that. I know the
hon. member is one of those who have been
particularly disloyal as far as the rail-
ways are concerned. I have a pretty fair
idea of what is In the back of his mind be-
cause of the questions he has been asking
here, and I have been told-this may be
wrong-that he has advised some of his
constituents that they could come to Perth
with one pound of butter as their own pro-
duce and take back a 5-ton load of high-
priced freight which should go by rail.

Mr. Perkins: I have only advised my
constituents what the law is.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I1
know. The hon. member will be one of
those who will be the loudest in con-
demning the loss of sonic of the light agri-
cultural lines because of the information
he has disseminated to his constituents.
The farmers over recent years have been
particularly disloyal to this means of
transport, and I believe that, by and large,
road transport, on a long-range policy, is
not in their favour. Whilst the farmers
could quite easily pay for road transport
today, they could not possibly do it if
there was a regression in the price of
wheat so that it went below the cost of
production. But at the rate of l8s. a
bushel, and with the prices they are get-
ting for wool, they could comfortably pay
road freights, without financial distress.
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Mr. Perkins: When did they get 18s.
a bushel for wheat?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: if
they are not getting it, they are agitating
for it, and are hopeful of success, at any
rate. I am not one who would suggest
that the actual users of the railways should
be made to pay freights and fares which
would show a balanced financial return,
because I realise that those who do not
use the railways-those who are not direct
users-get an indirect benefit the same as
the direct users. I do believe, however,
that the railways should, for the financial
stability of the State, pay the operating
costs and depreciation. The interest
amounting to £1,250,000 could quite easily
be left to be paid by the whole community
by way of taxation, or from Consolidated
Revenue. I have here a statement which
was made by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion. He said-

The people will be waiting for that
promise to be kept. The Premier
hoped that, because more people would
be carried, the losses would decrease.
It will be Interesting to see whether
his hopes are realised. The popula-
tion of this State during the past few
years has increased tremendously; by
about 20 per cent., I think, and yet
our transport losses have not eased.
Let us see how the Premier's forecast
works out that if more passengers are
carried less loss will be incurred. Let
me remind him also that other States
have increased their passenger fares,
rail, tram and bus, and if he is go-
ing to charge fares not up to the ave-
rage of the standard States, he will
find himself in serious trouble with
the Grants Commission and will be
looking for revenue in some other
direction. Already the Premier is
likely to have a pretty tough time
with the Grants Commission.

And he had a smile like that of a Cheshire
cat on his face when he said it. In spite of
all that, he denied, a few moments ago,
having said anything of the sort.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: I said you were
going to reduce fares and freights.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
said that the Leader of the Opposition
had made a statement, and he denied it,
but I have here an extract from a reliable
source showing that he did say it. I there-
fore do not think the Leader of the op-
position on this occasion is any more re-
liable in his statements than was the
member for Moore when he said that rail
freights in Western Australia were higher
than those in other States.

That statement was made by a dele-
gate from the district of Yealering to the
Farmers' Union conference. I can for-
give a man from outside making a state-
ment of that kind because he has not
access to the information, but the mem-
ber for Moore had access to it, either by

way of questions in the House or by com-
ing to my office, and he should have
availed himself of the opportunity to ob-
tain information instead of coming into
this House and making a statement that
was not in any way factual and which
could easily have misled members.

MR. MANNING (Harvey) [5.52]: I
desire to take this opportunity, Mr.
Speaker, of commenting on some of the
subjects dealt with in His Excellency's
Speech and with some of the problems of
my electorate. I was disappointed when
the Government moved to extend price-
fixing to a number of decontrolled items
and included, in those to be brought again
under control, the prices charged by elec-
trical contractors. In my view this was
certainly the wrong time to reach such
a decision as most of the main towns in
the nearer districts have changed over
to A.C. current and the boom in that
field is over. There is evidence now of
price-cutting among electrical contractors
and certainly the opportunity for advanc-
ing charges is a thing of the past.

Mr. Lawrence: Do you believe in price-
cutting?

Mr. MANNING: Quotes for electrical
work are now freely given and there
should not be any opportunity at this
stage for over-charging. From my obser-
vation I believe the electrical contractors
are doing a good job in providing service
to householders, shops, factories, milk
depots and the like, and I am afraid that
their being brought under price-fixation
will seriously affect their workmanship
and place a premium on inefficiency. The
incentive to do high class work will dis-
appear and contractors will use the cheap-
est materials available and will charge
as much for slow and inefficient work as
for fast and efficient service.

This move on the part of the Govern-
ment indicates that its outlook is well
behind the times because competition is
eliminating the unscrupulous tradesman
and the placing of restrictions on busi-
ness simply gives the person who is doing
a good job a feeling of frustration. His
natural reaction is to curtail his activi-
ties and demand the maximum reward
for the minimum effort. Controls and
price-fixing should now be a thing of the
past, and we should all be devoting our
efforts to encouraging initiative and com-
petition and should allow the natural laws
of supply and demand to assert them-
selves.

I read with interest of the possibility of
the Government, building a ;community
hotel at Kwinana, and of its proposal to
establish a major highway to that new
centre. I hope these proposed major
works will not virtually eliminate the pos-
sibility of urgently required country hos-
pitals and schools being erected. There
are many pressing and urgent works to
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be done in those directions in the coun-
try. and I hope that the necessity to pro-
ceed with them will not be overlooked.

Mr. Lawrence: What about the agree-
ment that your Government made with
E.H..?

Mr. MANNING: I would point out
to the Government that irrigation rates
are becoming a major problem in ray
electorate, which contains the whole of
Western Australia's irrigation areas within
its boundaries- On the 1st July, 1950,
the irrigation rates were increased to 9$.
per acre, giving one watering for that
sum with a charge of 3s. per acre for
each additional watering. Last year that
rate was further increased to its. 3d.,
giving one free watering, with 3s. 9d. for
each additional watering.

The latest and recent rise has taken
the rate up to 22s. Gd. per acre and it
is proposed to give two free waterings for
that charge, additional waterings to re-
main at 3s. 9d. each. There is great
anxiety among the farmers over the con-
tinual increasing of these rates because
they already constitute a heavy burden.
The farmer has many other charges, such
as vernin rates, to pay and If the Min-
ister for Railways increases rail freights,
the man on the land will have to bear a
still heavier load.

The Minister for Education: How do
these irrigation rates compare with those
in other States?

Mr. MANNING: I understand that
there is no comparison between the coun-
try irrigated in the Eastern States and
that irrigated here, and so the rates would
not be comparable.

The Minister for Education: Why not,
as it is a case of providing water for the
farms?

Mr. MANNING: Some types of country
water more easily than do other types,
and I believe that the system in the
Eastern States is somewhat different-

The Minister for Education: But the dif-
ficulty is with us and not with them. It
Is more difficult here.

Hon. Sir Ross MoLarty: You have cer-
tainly given the rates a good bump up.

The Minister for Education: They are
still very reasonable rates.

Mr. MANNING: I wish to stress again
the heavy burden of the recent rate rises,
amounting to an increase of 100 per cent.
in the charge for accommodation water.

Mr. May: What about the increase in
the value of land owing to Irrigation?

Mr. MANNING: Yes. There is an in-
creasing use of accommodation water for
early germinating of clover and the area
watered for that purpose has increased
from 80 acre waterings In 1950-51 to
5,605 acre waterings In 1951-52. That
shows the extent of the increase in the

use of accommodation watering. Some
farmers are grading their land to make
more efficient use of accommodation
watering.

The Minister for Works: So they should.
Mr. MANNING: Accommodation water-

ing is used in addition to the water re-
quired for normal irrigation purposes.
Tha farmer who uses accommodation
watering is not only doing himself a good
turn but he is also rendering the country
a service because it improves the feed at
the leanest time of the year. During the
cold nights of April, May and June the
irrigation pastures fall to make any appre-
ciable growth and the new feed coming on
does not make sufficient progress to give
a good coverage. In such cases farmers
flood their dry land with accommodation
water and that brings about an early ger-
mination of the feed and gives him a good
stand during the lean mohths. The rate
for that water has been increased from
ItIs. 3d. to 22s. 6d. an acre and as only
one watering is used under normal cir-
cumnstances, such a steep Increase will have
a detrimental effect because farmers-

The Minister for Works: In what way
will it have a detrimental effect?

Mr. MANNING: The farmers will be
rated out of using the water. If a farmer
is watering 100 acres or more, perhaps
200 acres, this will mean a steep increase
in charges and it will not be worth while
for farmers to use it.

The Minister for Works: It is still very
cheap water. You ask the people of
Bridgetown whether they would pay that
price for it.

Mr. MANNING: It is 22s. Ed. an acre
for one watering and if the farmer does
not use It, the water runs out to sea and
is thus wasted.

The Minister for Works: Very little
water in the country supply system is
wasted. Our trouble is to get enough
of it.

Mr. MANNING: It will be wasted if
22s. 6d. an acre is charged for accommoda-
tion watering.

The Minister for Works: It will not be
wasted.

Mr. MANNING: It will be wasted be-
cause farmers cannot afford to pay that
sum. A good deal of proposed legislation
is listed on the notice paper and there are
quite a number of items in which I am
interested. In that case I will reserve any
further remarks until those Bills come up
for discussion.

MR. M4AY (collie) (8.31; Firstly, I wish
to offer you, Mr. Speaker, my personal
congratulations upon your election to the
high office you now hold. I also extend
my congratulations to the Chairman of
Committees and at this Juncture let me
say that I appreciated the easy-going
manner of the previous Speaker and the
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latitude that he extended to members.
When I first came into this House, the
member for Claremont was most helpful
to me and he was forbearing to all new
members who entered this Chamber.

At the outset of my remarks, I desire
to make some reference to the opening of
Parliament and I cannot do other than
refer to the President's Gallery In the
Legislative Council as the Black Hole of
Calcutta because 50 members from this
Chamber are expected to fit into that
small space when they await the pleasure
of the Governor. Each year the same pro"-
cedure Is followed, and the way In which
members have to scramble for seats, with
the constant rattle of chairs, is most un-
dignified. Some members do not even
obtain seats.

Mr. Lawrence: On the last occasion I
had to sit next to the Leader of the Op-
position!1

Mr. MAY: That was dreadful!
Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: I do not remem-

ber that.
Mr. MAY: It is high time some ar-

rangements were made so that members
from this Chamber could attend the Leg-
islative Council with some form of
decency-

Hon. Sir Ross MeLarty: Dignity is the
word.

Mr. MAY: Thank you. I should have
said "dignity."

The Minister for Native Welfare: And
decorum.

Mr. MAY: At Present members from
this Chamber are herded together like a
lot of North-West cattle.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: What about South-
West cattle?

Mr. MAY: I wish to express my dlis-
approval and I hope that something will
be done in the future and that the dignity
of members from this Chamber will be
upheld. The other evening the member
for Roe referred to railway employees and
he mentioned an incident that he had
witnessed or had been told about concern-
ing railway employees filling a truck with
cinders with old-time shovels and unload-
Ing the truck by the same method. He
inferred that the attitude of railway em-
ployees was largely responsible for rail-
way deficits.

Mr. Perkins: I offered more criticism
than that.

Mr. MAY: The hon. member mentioned
the employees particularly, and I will read
what he said. His statement was-

I know that it took a gang approxi-
mately one day to fill up that gap
and members can work out the wages
for themselves.

Mr. Perkins: Read what I said a little
further on.

Mr. MAY: The hon. member's remarks
were not very Interesting further on so I
I did not take the trouble to read them.
The member for Roe certainly blamed the
employees of the Railway Department for
at least contributing to the deficit that
had been incurred.

Mr. Perkins: I blamed the Commission
for using hand labour.

Hon. Sir Ross MoLarty: That is what
he said.

Mr. MAY: As a matter of fact, I do not
think the Leader of the Opposition was
present in the House at the time.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: Yes, I was. The
hon. member cannot get away with that!

Mr. MAY: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion surprises me. It is very easy for
an outsider to criticise. If members are fair
to themselves they will realise how unfair
is the criticism that is sometimes levelled
against them for the work they do. They
should therefore be equally fair to others
and not criticise men who are doing work
that is quite unfamilar to many in this
H-ouse.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: The member for
Roe did not criticise the men, but the
methods.

Mr. MAY: I know the member for Roe
will appreciate the Leader of the Opposi-
tion sticking up for him, but the fact re-
mains that what I am saying is true.

Hon. Sir Ross MoLarty: No. I ami sorry,
but it is not.

Mr. MAY: I thought the hon. member
would apologise sooner or later. It is very
easy for members of this Chamber, or any
other person, to criticise men who are
employed on certain jobs, when they them-
selves do not perform, or are not ac-
quainted with, similar work. I1 do not
know what the member for Roe expected;
whether he considered that machinery
should have been used for the work. Prom
the way he described it, apparently It was
only a tin-pot Job. He was very unjust
in his criticism of railway employees, and
I consider It was entirely unwarranted.

I have often found railway employees
carrying out their duties in difficult cir-
cumstances. An example Is that of engine-
drivers and firemen who over past years
having been forced to use inferior coal
to maintain steam on their engines. Mem-
bers should try and appreciate the other
man's position, instead of glibly criticising
those who are doing a good job under ad-
verse conditions.

Mr. Perkins: Does not the hon. member
think we should use mechanical equip-
ment when it is available?

Mr. MAY: That is all I have to say on
that matter. I now wish to speak about
land settlement in and around the Collie
district. During the debate on the
Address-in-reply, much has been said
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about the Forests Department and its ad-
ministration, but I am not prepared to
go into that matter at present. On the
fringes of Collie there is much land suit-
able for settlement. Many of the present
holders of property in that area who have
large families could enlarge their holdings
in order to provide for their children in
years to come.

However, I1 have found that every time
I approach the Forests Department on this
matter. I am told that the land in ques-
tion is being retained because it has
marketable timber growing on It. I can
quite uaderstand that attitude If such Is
the case, but in many instances I have
ascertained that no marketable timber
existed on the land sought by settlers. As
a result, much production is being lost
because the land cannot be cultivated. I
strongly uphold the policy of preserving
the timbers in our State. particularly
jarrah, and I shall always support It.

With regard to land which should not
be subject in any way to the administra-
tion of the Forests Department and which
could be producing foodstuffs, I maintain
that we are making a big mistake in not
allowing such areas to be taken up by
settlers. There Is any quantity of round
suitable for production in the Collie dis-
trict but, as I have said, because of this
smash-and-grab attitude of the Forests
Department whereby it reserves every acre
of land whether it has marketable timber
growing on it or not, production is being
restricted.

Some attention should be given to de-
termining what land should or should not
be taken over by the Forests Department.
I admit that reforestation should be en-
couraged, but unfortunately, I believe that
the reforestation of pine trees has been
more or less a failure. In some instances
I know that the Pines have Progressed
well but, by and large, the experiment in
that regard in this State has been a great
mistake. Recently, on the 5th August of
this year, responsible bodies In Collie held
a conference to discuss the establishment
of a school of mines in that town. I am
hopeful, as a result of its deliberations,
steps will be taken to provide a school
of wines at that centre so that lads who
have been born and bred in the district
will be given an opportunity to fit them-
selves for leading and executive positions
in the industry, instead of the companies,
as at present, having to obtain from other
States men who are qualified to occupy
such positions. I feel sure that the out-
come of the conference will be that the
Minister will be good enough to take steps
to ensure that a school of this nature Is
brought into existence.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. MAY: Before the tea suspension I
was referring to the necessity for a school
of mines at Collie. I am not quite sure

whether this would be the responsibility
of the Mines Department or of the Educa-
tion Department, but no matter whose
responsibility It is, the fact remains that
a school is very necessary in order that
we should be able to give our own lads
In the industry the opportunity of obtain-
ing executive positions in connection with
new methods of coalmining, such as
mnechanisation.

The Minister for Mines: The Mines De-
partment is whole-beartedly in support of
a school of mines at Collie as separate
from technical education,

Mr. MAY: That Is very heartening news.
It is a pity the Minister for Education Is
not here as it is possible he might have re-
sponded in a similar manner. I would like
to refer to, and stress, the question of
hygiene In connection with the Collie High
school. For many months I had brought
to the notice of the Education Department
the necessity for making some alteration
to the school lavatories. Evidently it was
decided that a new brick building was to
be built and we bad hoped that a new
septic system would be installed in the
new building. As a matter of fact, I think
the Public Works Department decided to
establish a septic system and everybody
thought it was O..

Nobody worried any further about it
until suddenly the Treasury notified us
that owing to limited finance it would not
be possible to install a septic system. There
are over 1,000 children attending that
school and the lavatories are situated right
in the centre of the school ground. Mem-
bers will therefore appreciate just how ob-
jectionable the position is, particularly in
the hot weather. It is greatly to be re-
gretted that for the sake of a few pounds
it has been decided to continue the anti-
quated system in force at present rather
than install a septic system for the school.

The excuse was that the sewerage sys-
tem would soon be in operation in Collie
and that the school would then be con-
nected to that system and everything would
be all right. The sewerage system has also
been stopped for the same reason, namely,
that there are no funds to continue the
job. All the main streets in Collie are
laid with the necessary pipes for the sewer-
age system, and now the work to connect up
the houses with this system has stopped
because of the lack of funds. I still think
It is a great mistake not to install a septic
system in the Collie High school.

In referring to Collie generally, I would
like to stress the growth of a big drainage
problem. So far the road board has not
been able to persuade the Public Works
Department to co-operate in regard to this
Serious question, Sooner or later the posi-
tion has to be faced because of the ever-
increasing population of the town, and the
fact that the land surrounding the im-
mediate precincts of the town has been
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cleared and built on. This, of course,
makes the drainage problem much more
urgent and some attention must be given
to it in the very near future If the situa-
tion is to be controlled at all.

in six years the population of the town
has almost doubled itself, and I stress
the urgency of this matter in the strong-
est possible terms--indeed I cannot stress
it too strongly. The Government has to
tackle the job some time; it is no good
putting It off from year to year. The
situation has to be met and I was very
hopeful that something would be done
from loan funds this year to help solve
this difficulty.

in connection with the housing situation
at Collie, when the State Housing Com-
mission first commenced operations there
somehow or other a great mistake was
made concerning the area where the
houses were first built. About 150 to 200
houses were erected on a coalmining lease
which Is held by one of the coalmining
companies. As a result1 none of the
people renting those houses are able to
obtain the titles of ownership for them.
No arrangement can be entered into with
the commission in regard to the purchase
of the houses simply because, in the first
place, they were erected on the coalmin-
ing lease. I think it was a big mistake
inasmuch as at least 75 per cent of the
people occupying those houses today are
anxious to purchase them.

Mr. Lawrence: What year was that?
Mr. MAY: I do not know, but it would

probably be about 1947 or 1948.
Mr. McCulloch. Are they wooden

houses?
Mr. MAY: They are the ordinary type

of houses one finds in the country and
are made of wood or asbestos. But the
people living in the houses were asked to
state whether or not they desired to pur-
chase them. A number of them, of course,
said they did, but when an investigation
was made concerning the titles, it was
found that nobody could obtain a title
because the houses had been built on a
mining lease. I would strongly urge the
Minister for Housing to negotiate with the
particular coal company concerned with a
view to having an excision made of that
portion of the coalmining lease on which
these houses have been built. It is a great
mistake that people should be asked to
continue paying rent for these places when
they are able and willing to purchase
them.

I do not think it is fair to the occupants
of the houses concerned and I feel some-
thing should be done as quickly as pos-
sible. For the life of me I cannot see why
the company concerned should raise any
objection to the excising of that part of
the lease on which these houses stand.
I would strongly urge the Minister to look
into this question and, if necessary, ap-
proach the company with a view to having

the land in question released so that the
people concerned can obtain the titles to
their houses under a system of purchase.

Now I wish to refer to the conditions
prevailing at the Collie hospital. I regret
that the Minister is not in his place at
the moment, but the points I am about to
mention have already been brought to
his notice, though I regret to say that
up to the present, no action has been
taken. The Collie hospital has never had
a proper maternity ward, but the ward
originally designed for infectious cases
has been taken over and used for that
purpose. The ward consists of one labour
room to meet the needs of the largely
increased population, and so bad had the
position become that it was necessary to
use the passageway connecting the main
hospital with the ward as a second labour
ward.

That such a state of affairs should pre-
vail is disgraceful, and although there may
be a shortage of funds, something should
be done to provide an up-to-date mater-
nity ward. In Collie and its immediate
surroundings, there would be about a
thousand people, and in view of the fact
that the accommodation for maternity
cases is so limited, I think the Minister
must agree that the provision of adequate
facilities is not only desirable but also
urgent.

Associated with the hospital is a local
comforts fund which is doing excellent
work by means of voluntary subscriptions
and voluntary work to provide amenities
for the hospital. From this fund, new
spring mattresses have been provided for
the whole of the hospital, and it speaks
volumes for the people who have sub-
scribed money for the purpose. In many
other ways the comforts fund is providing
amenities which should really be supplied
by the Health Department.

The septic system at the hospital Is in
a most deplorable state. and I venture to
say that if such conditions existed at a
private concern, there would immediately
be a prosecution, and rightly so; but, be-
cause this happens to be a public institu-
tion, the present disgraceful state of af-
fairs is permitted to continue. Unless
some remedy is applied in the near future,
I am afraid that an epidemic may break
out in the town. The surroundings of
the hospital, too, are deplorable. Before
the building was erected, there were gravel
pits on the site, and those pits have not
been filled in. The institution is well
conducted, but it is not right that the
surroundings should be so neglected. All
of these matters have been brought to the
notice of the Minister, and I hope he will
take immediate steps to remove these dis-
abiites.

I have already referred to the homes
built by the State Housing Commission
on a mining lease at South Collie. Some
of those homes are in a bad condition
owing to the absence of proper drainage.
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Every winter the water runs into some of
them, carrying away the soil from the gar-
dens and creating a feeling of despair
amongst the Occupants. Fault is often
found with the occupants of the com-
mission's homes for not attending to thegrounds, and It is heartbreaking when
people are desirous of improving the sur-
roundings only to find their efforts nulli-
fied each winter through lack of some
co-ordinated drainage scheme in the area.
This matter, too, has been brought to the
notice of the Minister, but I suppose I
shall hear the same old story that no
money is available for the work.

A new school has been erected, and at
the corner there is a Sit, cemented sump,
a nice job in itself, that is supposed to
collect and carry away the water, but
the sump is usually full of water. Further,
it is not provided with a, cover and is thus
a continual source of danger to the chil-
dren attending the school. I directed the
attention of the Works Department in-
spector to the fact that the sunmp was full
of water and had no cover. He said, "The
only suitable cover would be a heavy ironPlate.' I asked him why he did not get
it, and the reply was, "We have not the
money." It is cutting things pretty fine
when a danger spot like this can be left
unprotected.

The water supply Position at Collie is
in a dreadful state. The supply from Min-ninup Pool was only sufficient to meet the
requirements six Years ago and one can
imagine how Inadequate it is to meet the
needs of the present Population, We have
been waiting patiently for completion of
the comprehensive scheme so that relief
might be afforded to the residents of North
Collie, who are at present receiving no
water at all. If conditions are such that
various Governments have considered it
advisable to undertake a big building pro-
gramme in the Collie area, it should be
only natural to assume that the Provision
of such amenities as water supply, electric
light, roads and other conveniences should
accompany that work. It is unreasonable
to establish what is Practically a new town
and not provide a water supply. In
view of the rapid expansion of building,
this matter should receive immediate con-
sideration by the Government.

The residents of the suburb of Ewington
are still without a water scheme of any
sort. When the Minister for Works visited
Collie a while ago, I explained the Position
to him, and he agreed that a water supplyought to be provided. So far, no effort
has been made to install a scheme. Every
summer we have the same old story.
Poultry farmers have to cart the water
they require, which is a tremendous job.

People living there have to take their
washing down to the river or carry water
to the house. I think it is time that a
water Supply was Provided for this ex-
tensive suburb of Ewington which has been

in existence for 40 years. I went through
the file at the Public Works Department In
regard to the approaches that have been
made for such a water service, and I found
that ever since 1942 appeal after appeal
has been made to the department for the
installation of a system, notwithstanding
which the People are stili without one.
They are getting very restless about It and
I strongly urge the Government to take
some notice of the appeals that have been
lodged.

Some comment has been made about the
housing requirements of Collie for the
current financial year. I was told by an
officer of the Housing Commission that
the lag in Collie had been overcome. Un-
fortunately, the Minister is not here at the
moment, but I want to tell him that the
position has not been overcome. Some
time ago, an officer of the commission was
sent to Collie to address the people requir-
ing houses. He informed them that the
money for Commonwealth-State rental
houses had been expended and all future
applications would have to be made under
the State Housing Act. As a result, the
people promptly submitted applications
under that Act and applications for Com-
monwealth-State rental homes lapsed.

Not very long after that, we were advised
that money allowed for homes under the
State Housing Act had been eaten up and,
in consequence, the building of houses un-
der that enactment would have to cease.
I think that is what gave rise to the belief
that the housing problem in Collie had
been overcome. The allocation officer went
there to deal with Commonwealth-State
rental homes, but found everybody had
submitted applications under the State Act
and there were none for Commonwealth-
State rental homes. He apparently reported
that Collie did not want any of the latter
because there were no applications.

I do not know whether the two schemes
are worked separately by the State Hous-
ing Commission, but apparently they are,
as the officer whose job it is to allocate
houses under the rental scheme did not
know that all the applications had been
transferred to the State scheme. I have
mentioned that to show there is still a
housing problem in Collie, In spite of the
fact that many homes have been built there.
People are continually applying for houses.
Never a week-end goes by in which I do
not receive at least half a dozen new appli-
cations; and until they are met, I argue
that the housing position at Collie has not
been overcome. Any further remarks I
desire to make in connection with activi-
ties at Collie will be made on the Estimates.

MR. WILD (Dale) [7.543: May I join
with other members. Sir, in offering my
congratulations to you on your having
been elevated to the Speakership of this
House. It was not my intention to speak
in this debate, having just returned from
the Coronation, but last evening a few
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statements were made by the Minister for
Housing and Forests that call for some
comment.

The first matter I wish to discuss con-
cerns the reappointment of Dr. Stoate to
the position of Conservator of Forests. I
do not intend to retract one word I may
have said either in this House or before
the Royal Commission in regard to the
Forests Department. I think the Minister
made my position perfectly clear last night
when he read various statements I made
before the Royal Commission. He also
read a confidential letter I wrote to the
Premier of the day, now the Leader of
the Opposition, which I think was hitting
a little below the belt. There was nothing
in It of which I need be ashamed but
when Ministers want to write to their
Premier, just how are they going to do
so with the knowledge that on some future
occasion, when there is a change of Gov-
ernmenu, such confldentiol. minutes are
likely to be read out to the House?

It Is not always possible for a Minister
to see the Premier of the day and he may
therefore want to pen his views, which
I did on that occasion, following the find-
ings of the Royal Commission on Forestry
in this State last year. I repeat that while
there was nothing in that letter, at the
same time there were some comments I
made that were confidential between the
Premier and one of his Ministers. The
Minister for Forests endeavoured to in-
dicate that while I did not have time to
go into the reappointment of the Con-
servator of Forests lust prior to the elec-
tion, at the same time I did have time
to do one or two other things.

I think that the case the Minister built
up last evening was probably the same
that I would have built up. but I do not
think the finding would have been quite
the same. As members know, I went
before the Royal Commission and said,
in effect, that I considered there should be
a change in the administration and the
setup of the Forests Department. While
I do not for one moment wish to reflect
on the Conservator of Forests, I repeat
now what, in substance, I have said on
a number of Previous occasions; and that
is. that I know very few professional men
who make good administrators. Look at
the medical profession. There we have
famous surgeons and physiclans who
nearly always require somebody to look
after their business affairs.

In the Forests Department we have
one whose administration stretches from
Marble Bar in the north to Manjimup in
the south and round to Albany and fur-
ther. I cannot recall the exact number of
outstations there are, but from the ad-
ministrative Point of view it is a tremen-
dous department, and I submit that the
Minister and the Government need to
have a long, deep look into it. Anything
I say on the matter is not personal
against Dr. Stoate because I consider him

without peer in Australia, He is probably
one of the greatest forestry experts in the
world, but that still does not make the
Forests Department run smoothly, and
that was the essence of what I had to
say before the Royal Commission.

In view of my thoughts at the time, I
went further and did have prepared, as
the Minister read out, a Bill which, I
would Point out to him, was taken largely
from the Eastern States measures. I ob-
tained the Forestry Acts of New South
Wales, Victoria and South Australia, and
I think I can say that my Bill, in sub-
stance, was largely based on the Acts of
New South Wales and Victoria, where
there are commissions of three. I en-
visaged a commission with a chairman
who might or might not be the adminis-
trator and under whom would be two
foresters.

I thought, as the Minister read out,
that one should be a man with high
academic qualifications in forestry. Al-
though nothing was laid down to that
effect at the time, I did have in mind
that that man would be the Conservator
of Forests, whoever it happened to be.
The third party would be a man such as
we have today in the Co-ordinator of
Timber Supplies. So, in view of the im-
minence of the elections, and because the
appointment was for seven years, I did not
take the Bill up with the Government of
the day. Time was running short, as
members know. Last year I was engaged in
the House in a rather wordy warfare with
an hon. gentleman who sat over here. I
only have two arms, two legs and two
eyes, and I could not do everything.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: You wanted them
all?

Mr. WILD: I decided, as I did not know
what would happen in February, that it
would be in the best Interests of the State
if I were to defer consideration of the
matter and see what happened after the
14th February. The Minister mentioned
that I did have time to appoint a land
utilisation committee. I think he has been
a little misinformed as to when I ap-
pointed it. He said something about its
being five or six days before the election.
I cannot remember the date. He Is prob-
ably in possession of it because he has
all the files, but I know I set up that com-
mittee late last year. I officially opened
it one day when we had a Cabinet meet-
Iag. I think it was sometime in December
last.

That committee was set up because of
the many complaints that had been re-
ceived not only by me but by officers of
the Forests Department, the Lands De-
partment and the Department of Agri-
culture. I think the member for Collie
hit the nail on the head this afternoon
when he spoke about the timber on farm
lands which was denying the farmers the
right to utilise such areas. I determined
it would be in the best interests of the
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State to stop this backbiting between de-
partments and suggested the appointment
of a small committee consisting of repre-
sentatives of the three departments I
have mentioned, so that it could advise
the Minister as to whether certain land
that had been let out for farming purposes
should or should not be cleared im-
mediately.

The Minister for Housing: My point was
that you made two additional appoint-
ments to that Laud 'Utilisation Commit-
tee five days after the elections. You in-
creased the size of the committee.

Mr. WIL: I cannot remember exactly
what happened. There were three mem-
bers on the original committee and we
possibly did put someone on from the
Treasury.

The Minister for Housing; I think Mr.
Burvill was one.

Mr. WILD: Yes, the Soil Conservation
officer was one and an officer from the
Treasury was appointed. The Minister is
quite correct. I think he will concede that
the original committee was set up late
last year and had its inaugural meeting
before Christmas. These two additions
were made later, and they were made on
the advice of the original three after their
first meeting. The Minister Indicated
that the Conservator stated that I never
consulted him about this committee.

I wish to make two points here, the
first being that at the time the Conserva-
tor of Forests was in New Zealand, on loan,
and Mr. A. C. Shedley had been appointed
in his stead. The second is that having
had so many discussions with the Con-
servator over the matter, he knew my
views very well. I was at him for months
to do something because pressure was
being brought to bear on me by the Lands
Department which was complaining to
me- "You are holding up farming, etc.,
on certain sections of land." I decided it
would be in the best interests of the State
to set up this committee. I know this
was done In Dr. Stoate's absence, but he
knew all about it because we had argued
the point many times over a. period of
months.

Action was finally taken prior to Christ-
mas of last year. The Minister for Forests
said that the Government of the day had
appointed a Royal Commission to deal with
forestry matters. I think he is under
some misapprehension there. The Govern-
ment of the day did appoint It, of course,
because it appoints all Royal Commissions,
but if he looks at the findings of the Se-
lect Committee which inquired into the
Kauri Timber Company Bill, he will find
-the present Minister for Lands was a
member of that committee-that recoin-
mendation No. 3 says-

It Is desirable immediately to ap-
point a Royal Commission to inquire
into and report upon every phase of
forestry and timber activities and
timber trading in Western Australia.

It was because of this recommendation
that the Government decided to set up
the Royal Commission.

The Miniister for Housing: I did not
criticise the Government for appoint-
ing it.

Mr. WILD: The appeal board which was
referred to last night Is a replica of what
they have in the Eastern States. The Mini-
ister apparently has the draft Bill which
I had prepared, and I suggest that if he
has a close look at it, he will find that
the appeal board was to enable a man who
had been charged a certain royalty to
appeal; and, furthermore, that when
country was being thrown open for tender
or auction and a certain company was
successful, then some or all1 of the un-
successful tenderers would have the right
to go to the board to appeal against the
decision of the Conservator.

The Minister for Housing: I think the
proposition has considerable merit.

Mr. WILD: It apparently came from
the Conservator that I rarely consulted
him but did everything through his as-
sistant, Mr. Shedley. Well, Mr. Shedley
was appointed some time during the war
-a long time before I came into the
House-to be the Co-ordinator of Timber
Supplies. I ask the House to reflect for
a moment that I was also the Minister
for Housing, in the same way as the pre-
sent Minister for Forests is now, and I1
would, therefore, be extremely interested
in the supply of timber to Western Aus-
tralia.

The Co-ordinator of Timber Supplies
was the man who, following on his war-
time powers-bhe does not have them to-
day-was able to determine exactly how
much timber would remain in the State
and how much would be exported either
to the East or overseas. I can assure the
Minister for Forests that I was more than
interested in Mr. Shedley because he was
the man who, I felt, had his finger on
the pulse and was able to provide us--
the Housing Commission-with sufficient
timber for our requirements. I did say
in my evidence that the Conservator was
away a considerable amount of his time.

As I said earlier, I do not want to re-
tract one word of that, because he was.
He was on the sirex wasp committee which
was appointed by the Commonwealth. He
went to New Zealand on loan and he went
to conferences at Canberra, What was I
to do when the Conservator was out of
the State for so many months of the year?
Was I to sit and twiddle my thumbs, wait-
ing for him to come back? I freely admit
I saw Mr. Shedley a lot more than I saw
Dr. Stoate, but it was only because the
circumstances were forced upon me.

Finally, I repeat that I did not want
to have to go into this at all. I have been
away, and it is rather difficult in a matter
of 24 hours to Pick up the threads of
everything that has been happening. Had
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the McLarty-Watts Government been re-
appointed In February, It was my inten-
tion to bring before the Government, for
its consideration, a Bill such as the Min-
ister for Forests produced here last night.
If it were my prerogative, and that
measure did become law. I have no doubt
that Dr. Stoate would be one of the mem-
bers of that commission,

Dealing next with an article that ap-
peared In the Press last Sundiy with re-
gard to this £540,000 flat-building project
at Subiaco, I would like to think it pos-
sible to construct 242 flats for £540,000
and if it can be done I will be the first
to congratulate the Minister and the
Housing Commission, but, when one views
some of the flats now being erected in
Adelaide Terrace, It appears that the cost
of this project will be closer to £ 1,000,000
than £540,000 and, if that is so, how will
it be possible to make these fiats avail-
able to the worker at rentals ranging from
£2 Is Gd. to £2 17s. 6d.?

The Minister for Housing:. You will be
interested to know that the estimate was
less than £540,000 and that I added to it
for the sake of safety.

Mr. WILD: I feel certain that the cost
will be a great deal more than the figure
quoted by the Minister. Is it really
thought that, in a State such as this, the
time is ripe to proceed with a project of
this nature virtually in the heart of the
city? Surely, when we look at the huge
area of land that we have available upon
which to build Commonwealth-State
rental homes-if we have to build them-
we must realise that is is better to con-
struct dwellings upon blocks that allow
room for the worker to have a garden
and space for his children to play.

Even if creches and so on are provided
in these fiats, I feel confident that the
average worker will prefer a modest home
with a quarter-acre block of land which
will allow him room to do a bit of garden-
ing and provide play-space for his chil-
dren. The Minister mentioned that Pro-
fessor Abercrombie, while in this State
recently, advocated the building- of fiats
such as these now proposed, but the same
gentleman, and also Professor Stephenson,
the distinguished English town planner,
advocated, while in my office, the build-
Ing of dwellings with frontages of only
33 feet.

Is there in this Chamber any member
who would be willing to advocate such a
course as that? Such conditions are all
right in England and I have no doubt
that these eminent gentlemen would not
have been brought to Western Australia
had they not been leaders in town-plan-
ning, but most of their training and ex-
perience has been gained in Great Britain
where a 33-ft. frontage is looked upon as
being large and where authorities are now
calculating on the basis of 16 people per
quarter acre. It is with that background

that such men come here and advocate
the building of homes with 33-ft. front-
ages, in spite of the fact that we have
millions of acres upon which to build
decent homes for our people.

it Is possible that the Minister for
Housing in New South Wales, who was
here recently, may have sowed the seed
in the mind of our present Minister for
Housing, because everywhere one goes in
New South Wales--I have no doubt that
the Minister will see it when he visits
that State-one finds blocks of flats, on
the foundation-stones of which one reads
the inscription "The Hon. C. Evatt laid
this stone on such and such a date." I
suggest that there is no room in our
scheme of things for blocks of flats such
as that.

Where I live, not seven miles from the
G.P.O., there are many thousands of acres
of land that will be Ideal for housing pur-
poses once a proper drainage system has
been implemented. The Minister is bark-
ing up the wrong tree and if this flat-
building project is allowed to proceed, It
will eventually be a blot an the record of
the Housing Commission of*- this State,
Judging by recent Press conmment the
scheme did not emanate from the Housing
Commission and I believe that just as I
on many occasions possibly took the lead,
so has the Minister on this occasion got
the Housing Commission to agree to his
suggestion. I do not know whether there
are any new members of the Housing
Commission-

The Minister for Housing: They are
still the same members.

Mr. WILD: Then I feel certain that if
they were really to speak their minds
freely, they would not advocate building
great Liocks of flats in Subiaco but would
prefer to give the worker a home on a
quarter-acre block.

The Minister for Housing: You built the
first Government fiats in Western Austra-
lia.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. L.
F. Kelly-Merredn-Yilgarn) [8.17): I
take this opportunity, Mr. Speaker, of
jblnlng other members in extending to
you congratulations on your elevation to
the offce of Speaker and I trust that You
will be spared to render this House long
service in that capacity. I extend con-
gratulations also to our new Chairman
of Committees. Mention has been made
of the tolerance of your predecessor. We
all appreciated not only his tolerance but
also his understanding and his very human
approach to the many problems that con-
fronted him from time to time in his
official position.

The first matter with which I wish to
deal this evening is one that has been
the subject of detailed consideration in
this Chamber over a period of years. I
can recall the member for Claremont, on
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one occasion, making a considerable con-
tribution to the debate on the question
of the tourist trade in this State. He offered
some novel and worth-while suggestions
to the then Government about the future
of our tourist trade. The Leader of the
Opposition, on his return to this State,
after his travels in England and pos-
sibly Europe, where he no doubt experi-
enced the benefits of modern tourist faci-
lities, apparently realised forcibly the
potential of the tourist trade in Western
Australia. He expressed a desire to see
this State's tourist trade increased.

During the last fortnight a number of
members have referred to tourist matters
and several worth-while suggestions were
made. A number of them were departures
from our present line of thought and the
suggestions may be worthy of investiga-
tion. The member for Darling Range said
that a branch of the Tourist Bureau should
be established in Sydney. I would remind
the hon. member that we have had a
branch in Sydney for some time and no
less than 42,000 inquiries were made at
that branch last year. These inquiries
came from all parts of Australia as well as
from other parts of the world. There is
also a branch in Victoria and we hope, in
the near future, to establish a sectioni in
South Australia.

However, I appreciate the interest that
members have shown and it is an indica-
tion that they are concerned about our
tourist trade. Some of the suggestions
put forward coincide with some of my
own ideas and I must admit that progress
in this matter has been slower than I
would have liked, but I realise that we can
carry out much investigation regarding
this question. Of course, finance is one of
the stumbling blocks and because of a lack
of finance, it may be some time before we
see much progress. This State has vast
potentialities so far as its tourist trade is
concerned.

H-on. Sir Ross McLarty: The lack of ac-
commodation is our greatest drawback.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
one point with which I intend to deal
during the course of my remarks, and there
are several matters that require attention
before we can satisfactorily handle the
number of tourists that we would like to
see here. There is no doubt about the
attractions of Western Australia and I
should say that many of our sights are
far superior to much publicised Eastern
States attractions. It is unfortunate that
many of our attractions are spread so far
apart. With pocket States like Tasmania
and Victoria, transport offers no problems
and I should say that our transport prob-
lems would be twenty times as great as
those experienced in the two States I have
mentioned. If we could overcome our
transport problems we would be able to
handle many more tourists than is pos-
sible at the moment. So far as tourist

attractions are concerned we have the
"goods" in this State, but it is difficult to
obtain the necessary finance to place those
goods before the tourists.

The standard of our hotels and guest
houses is well below that to which tourists
from other parts of the world are accus-
tomed and the majority of our hotels,
which should be able to cater for tourists,
are in a poor state. Our hotelkeepers
must be prepared to cater for tourists and
not treat them as casual visitors. People
from overseas regard tourism as an indus-
try and its value to a State such as ours
is unlimited. During the course of his
remarks the member for Midland-Guild-
ford referred to the possibility of a coastal
tourist service. He suggested that the Gov-
ernment should Provide a ship, fitted for
the tourist trade, to travel to the different
ports of Western Australia.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: Have you got
the money for that?

The MINISTER FOR MIN4ES: The
member for Midland-Gulldford said that
the cost would Probably be about £500,000.
It would cost that and perhaps a little
more, but the idea is worthy of some con-
sideration.

Hon. Sir Ross MeLarty: Put it up to
the Treasurer.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It may
be an idea for the future, but we hope that
that sum, or may be even double that sum,
will be made available for the tourist in-
dustry. The climatic conditions of West-
ern Australia vary consistently between
the extreme north and the extreme south
and when our Population increases and
finance is more readily available, it may
be possible to use a tourist boat in con-
junction with our coastal trade.

our North-West, with its tremendous
potentialities from a tourist angle, could
be made a mecca for tourists for about
five months of the year. The ports on our
northern coast are not far apart and a
boat used ostensibly for tourist trade could
also be used as a cargo boat. The same
would apply to southern ports, such as
Bunbury, Busselton. Albany and Esper-
ance. These are reasonably close to one
another and easily accessible by ship.
Therefore, it could be possible to arrange
for the carriage of tourists and cargo be-
tween these Ports. As I have already
said, the ship could travel during the
night, giving tourists an opportunity to
explore during the day, while the cargo
was being discharged, the attractions
offering at those centres and their hinter-
land. I think the suggestion Put forward
by the member for Guildford-Midland,
although somewhat futuristic, has sown
a seed that should be cultivated until the
tourist trade expands and such sugges-
tions can be put into effect.

The Tourist Bureau, as such, is soundly
based, but the tourist trade, as an in-
dustry, has definitely been neglected. It



(2 September, 1953.1 1

must be apparent to members that, over
a period of years insufficient finance has
been made available to the Tourist
Bureau. Whatever progress has been
made has been purely as a result
of the diligence and attention paid
to departmental affairs and the solicit-
ing of business by the staff of the
bureau. As a money-spinner, the tourist
trade has unlimited possibilities in Western
Australia, and a more vigorous policy to
develop It is long overdue.

Hon. Sir Ross MeLarty: Our trouble
has been that we have been unable to
attract tourists because of the shortage
of accommodation.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
the crux of the problem, and that Is what
prompted me to remark that it is time
the hotelkeepers in this State realised the
great possibilities available to them in the
tourist trade, and did something to en-
courage such people to patronise their
premises. This would give an incentive
to the Government to direct to the various
tourist centres the many inquiries that
are received. Hundreds of people from
all parts come to this State with large
amounts of money and many of them.
particularly those that come from other
States, have exhausted their interest in
most of the local tourist resorts that at-
tracted them previously and are now
seeking fresh fields. However, it is Im-
possible for us to enthuse to those people
about our hotel and other accommodation
when we have nothing to enthuse about.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: We need not
only accommodation, but good accom-
modation.

The MINISTER FOR MINS: It is im-
possible for any Tourist Bureau, or any
other department, to enthuse over the ac-
commodation that Is available at our
beauty spots. This is a problem that
should be tackled by those in charge of
guesthouses and publicans in improving
their premises, and particularly by de-
mnolishing many obsolete buildings and re-
placing them with something modern. To
be able to take advantage of the attrac-
tions we have to offer, we shall also have
to improve transport facilities because of
our long lines of communication. This
is a difficult question, but it must receive
increasing attention if we are to build up
the tourist trade in Western Australia
Into a profitable industry.

Mr. McCulloch: A Monte Carlo would
be handy.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes.
Perhaps the Minister for Police will con-
sider something of that nature. The hon.
member who just interjected had some-
thing to say about whales. Although the
comments of the member for Hannans
had something to commend them, there
are one or two points I wish to clarify
because I consider there may be some
misconception by members regarding
whale stocks.

The Premier: The Opposition has pro-
duced a few "whales" lately.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, but
they are like the one at Safety Bay; dim-
cult to dispose of. The member for Han-
nans referred to the whale quota system
under which we have been working to
date. The nations that are fishing for
whales are undecided on the question of
whale quotas because there does not seem
to be a great amount of knowledge avail-
able on the subject. The C.S.I.R.O. and
other organisations throughout the world
are making investigations, not only in our
waters but also elsewhere in an endeavour
to formulate a basis for calibrating whale
supplies, and to decide on a more definite
Principle to govern the situation than at
present exists.

It is interesting to note that in 1937
two Norwegian boats came into Western
Australian waters flying the American
flag. They were the "Ulysses" and the
"Flange." Both of them were factory
ships and they had six catcher boats
attached to each unit. During that year
they operated in Shark Bay and further
north and took a quota of 3,000 whales
during their period of operation.

Mr. McCulloch: Was that in one sea-
son?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. The
season tailed off before their permit to
catch whales had quite expired and by the
time they had taken 3,000 whales their
stocks had so depleted that It was diffi-
cult in the latter portion of their catching
period to get sufficient whales to enable
them to carry on. In 1938 only one of
these vessels came back to Western Aus-
tralian waters and, during a short season
it captured 900 whales. Because of the
extreme difficulty in continuing with this
operation, and because of the scarcity of
whales, the boat decided to go back to
Norway. Those boats did not return to
these waters again.

On the files there is a communication
from the captain of the boat who came
here in 1938 to the effect that because of
the decreasing number of whales it was
thought advisable not to go into West-
ern Australian waters again and, accord-
ingly, that ended for some time the taking
of whales from these areas. There was
an interim period when very little was
done about catching whales in Western
Australian waters and very few attempts
were made--and not very successful at-
tempts--to capture whales during succeed-
ing years.

Prior to 1946, world authorities became
greatly concerned over whale stocks, and
it was in December of that year that an
international convention in Washington,
consisting of delegates from most coun-
tries In the world interested in the catch-
ing of whales, made a very extensive ex-
amination of the situation and recognised
the necessity for safeguarding the future
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of the whaling industry. Many discus-
sions took Place as to the best means of
assuring that an ample supply of whales
would be maintained over a period of years.
The subject of the conservation of whales
naturally came Into their discussions very
frequently. It was decided that an orderly
development of the industry was the only
way of maintaining it so that it would be
reasonably stable and would provide for
future continuity of whales.

Contracting Governments set up what
was known as the International Whaling
Commission and from the delegates pre-
sent one member was chosen to represent
each of the countries that formed the
commission. They were charged with the
responsibility of meeting annually and of
reviewing what Progress they were mak-
ing. They would also consider the cali-
bration of whale stocks and of many fac-
tors that bad caused considerable worry
during the period when investigations
were first being pde.

Arising from the convention the con-
tracting Governments agreed to bring
-down legislation for the control of whaling
'within their own territories. It was oper-
ated on the basis that the various coun-
tries had different sets of circumstances,
and so it was thought that rather than
have one law to cover the entire whaling
operations of the world, various coun-
tries should formulate their own legisla-
tion which would operate according to the
area concerned. The convention pro-
hibited the taking of certain types of
whales, among them being immature
whales and females with calves.

Those were about the only two restric-
tions set out by the convention on the
agenda for consideration by the various
Governments. They also prohibited the
taking of whales by factory ships in any
international waters with the exception
of the Antartic, the North Pacific Ocean,
the South Atlantic Ocean and the Indian
Ocean. Apart from fixing the permissible
oceans, it was also necessary to prescribe
the quotas. The commission fixed an over-
all quota that was calibrated on the basis
of the blue whale, and this became what
was known as the blue whale unit. They
fixed the quota at that time on the known
assessment of whale stocks at 16,000 per
annum.

I would like briefly to explain what Is
meant by blue whale units. The blue
whale is taken as the unit on which the
standards are based. For instance, either
one blue whale or two fin whales would
be permitted; and 2 ji hump backs or six
sci whales would be the equivalent of
one blue whale. The international Whal-
ing Commission also fixed the commence-
ment and dates of termination for the
taiking of whales. That practically covered
the whole of the control exercised from
within the convention itself. The balance
of the machinery in connection with the

setting up of the commission in Australia
remained with the Australian Whaling
Commission.

The quota set was not set by the Inter-
national Whaling Commission, but purely
by our Australian commission, and this
was 1,250 whales. I would like to make
this point clear because the hon. member
was under the impression, I think, that
the quotas were set from without Austra-
lia rather than from within it. I desire
to be very clear on that. The quotas are
set wholly and solely within Australia
and, for the present. and for some time
past, the Minister for Commerce and
Agriculture has had the deciding say in
the matter of the quotas fixed.

Mr. McCulloch: Is that based on popula-
tion?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, not
on population, but on the incomplete
scientific knowledge that is available at
present. The whaling Industry in West-
ern Australia has had a number of begin-
nings. On each occasion the operations
have been shortlived because of the de-
cline in numbers, and it became apparent
that if something were not done to con-
trol the taking of whales, a stage would
be reached when the supply would be de-
pleted. It was necessary to consider the
future of the industry by putting It on a
quota basis.

Mr. McCulloch: It has been carried on
for 100 Years.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, and
during that period many fresh beginnings
have been made. The industry has been
started on the shores of this State seven
or eight times in the last half-century,
and on each occasion, after the establish-
ment of shore-based plants and the ex-
penditure of a, fairly large amount of
capital, the industry has temporarily gone
out of existence

Ron. C. F. J. North: There was no world
control.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Not in
those days; haphazard methods of taking
whales had resulted in the depletion of
numbers in most parts. So it became
necessary to establish some form of con-
trol. Between the establishment of that
control and the present time, there has
not been opportunity to gain data that
would enable the commission or the con-
vention to determine definitely whether
1,250, 1,000 or 1,500 whales should be the
base mark for Western Australia and 609
the quota for the Eastern States. A great
amount of research remains to be done,
but, for the present, it appears that the
number Permitted to be taken in our
waters, having been increased from 1,250
to 1,30, is a safe one that offers every
prospect of the industry's being main-
tained steadily for a number of years.
This is preferable to having operations on
a larger scale for a few years and then
a cessation over a Period of years,
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The period in which whales may be
taken is one of the few conditions laid
down by the convention. That period Is
six months, but we rarely find that opera-
dions on our coast can be carried on for
that length of time. Mostly it has been
live months or a lesser period, and only
on odd occasions has it been possible to
reach the quota. Last year, in the Point
aboates area, the number of whales taken
was in the vicinity of 100, which was less
than the quota allotted, The Babbage
Island station achieved its quota 10 or
12 days before the expiration of the period.

Recently I had an opportunity to visit
Albany, where the quota had been in-
creased from 75 to 100 whales, and at that
time the season appeared to be finished.
It took Ml hours to get one whale whereas,
in the earlier part of the season, three
or four would be taken in the same time.
The skipper was quite convinced that be-
cause of the lessening number of whales
and the increasingly bad weather, it would
be very difficult to obtain the quota of
100. However, the weather moderated and
he encountered what was probably a new
influx of whales and eventually reached
the quota within the stipulated time.

For the present, I consider that we are
working on a safe margin so far as the
take in our waters is concerned, and I
should be opposed to increasing the quota
until such time as we can be sure that no
injury will be done to the industry.

MR. J1. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [8.56]:
In common with other members, I take the
opportunity of congratulating you, Mr.
Speaker, upon your elevation to that high
and honourable position. I think I might
well congratulate the members of the
Ministry also upon their election to office.
There are some newcomers amongst Mini-
sters, but I have no doubt that all of
them have gifts that will enable them
competently to fill those positions, and I
feel sure that when the Government is
called upon to give an account of its
stewardship, it will have a good record
to place before the electors. I con-
gratulate the newly-elected members upon
their initial speeches. Each of those
members acquitted himself very capably,
a fact that augurs well for the future.

Mr. Hutchinson: Are you going to con-
gratulate the Deputy Speaker also?

Mr. J. HEONEY: Members of the Op-
position have seized upon the Address-in-
reply debate for Propaganda purposes and
have sought to show that the administra-
tion of the MoLarty-Watts Government
was capable and sound.

Mr. Manning: My word it was!
Mr. J. HEGNEY: I am not disputing

that statement. Much of what is con-
tained in the Governor's Speech has re-
lation to the administration of the pre-
vious Government and therefore party
political considerations hardly enter Into
the matter. Of course, any Government

worth its salt would endeavour to work in
the best interests of the people of the
State. Therefore I believe that members
on this side of the House have no objec-
tion to the Opposition's taking credit for
what appears in the Speech. When the
McLarty-Watts Government was formed
a little over six years ago, much criticism
was levelled at its predecessors.

Mr. Manning: Concerning the railways,
at any rate.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I shall refer to the
railways presently. One subject of critic-
ism was the many blackouts that occurred
during the regime of the Wise Govern-
ment, and some occurred after its succes-
sors took office. This was something be-
yond the control of the Government, no
matter what party happened to be In
power. To avert such occurrences was
impossible owing to the conditions prevail-
Ing at the time. Dluring the war years,
the then Government sent Home the chief
engineer of the East Perth Power Station
(Mr. Taylor) and through him placed an
order for power house equipment.

Because of war conditions, those supplies
had not come to hand. The war ended in
1945, but many industries in Western Auls-
tralia, as well as in other parts of the
world, did not return to peacetime condi-
tions for a period, and consequently, it
would not have mattered what Government
sat on the Treasury bench, because It could
not have done other than what the Gov-
ernment of the day did.

I remember what happened in connec-
tion with the recently completed Cause-
way. For many years, I and a former
member for Victoria Park, the late Mr.
Raphael, frequently advocated the con-
struction of a new Causeway. Work on
that project had already begun when the
Wise Government was defeated. Then
that proposition was reviewed, as though
the incoming Government could have done
anything else than go on with the work!
As the engineers who designed and con-
structed the Causeway, and many other
jobs in Western Australia, were also the
advisers to the incoming Government, It
would have been fatuous for that Govern-
ment to reject the proposal for the con-
struction of the new Causeway. Those
were considerations well beyond the con-
trol of the previous Government.

Since then we have had many difficulties.
I notice in the Governor's Speech that it
is proposed to appoint a Royal Commis-
sion to inquire into the contracts covering
imported Austrian prefabricated houses.
We have heard about the proposal to erect
flats in Subiaco and have been told what
the rent of those flats will be. In my
district, at Ashfleld and Belmont there are
many Austrian prefabricated houses, and,
In many instances the workers living In
them are paying £3 7s. 6d. a week in rent.
It is £3 2s. 6d. for houses with a certain
type of roof, but in most cases the figure



414 [ASSEMBLY.]

is £3 7s. 6d. That is excessive, and the
time has long since Past when a review
of that rent should have been made be-
cause, as the Present Minister for Works
Pointed out many times. excessive charges
were allowed In the capital cost of the
prefabricated buildings, with the result
that the tenants had to pay the piper.

Another matter requWring attention when
we deal with legislation concerns the
rackets in connection with agencies in this
State. I have had brought to my notice and
hayc dealt with a number of cases of people
who have sought accommodation in furn-
Ished houses. In one case with which I
dealt the rent was £8 8s., but in order to
get Into the house, the person had to pay
the agency £8 Os. to obtain the key. In
many instances rent has to be paid in ad-
vance. even as much as six months' rent.
The time has arrived when this aspect of
tenancy should be carefully investigated,
because It has reached the stage of being
a racket.

Mr. Oldfleld drew attention to the state
of the House.

Bells rung and a quorum forniec.
Mr. J. HEGNEY: The next question

I intend to deal with is the Bassendean-
Welshpool chord railway. It Is nearly
three years since a Bill was Introduced
Into this Chamber In connection with that
matter. That was done in the dying hours
of the session, and we were informed that
it was a matter of considerable urgency
that would brook no delay. I remember
that after the Minister had introduced
the Bill, the member for Guildford-Mid-
land and I. who were vitally interested,
sought an adjournment but were told that
we could not obtain one beyond the next
sitting of Parliament, when we would have
to proceed with the debate. We had no
time to consult our electorates, the local
authorities and any other persons in-
terested.

The Bill was introduced and, in a week's
time, this very Important piece of legis-
lation had become law. Then, in the early
part of the next Year, resumptions started.
These proceeded apace and the legisla-
tion covering compensation worked ad-
mirably. 1. as member for my district,
had no complaints from anyone to the
effect that he had been dealt with un-
fairly. On that occasion I urged that the
matter be referred to a select committee
for further consideration, especially In con-
nection with the proposal to build a rail-
way on the south side of the river. But
that idea was rejected and the resumptions
took place. Subsequently, the Kwin "ana
project was introduced, and because of
that a halt was called with regard to the
Bassendean-WelshPool chord line proposal.

Hon. C. V. J. North: it has now become
the lost chord!

Mr. J. HEGNEY: Yes. A halt was called
In the construction of the railway.
Reasons were advanced that were Quite

sound at the time and, of course, we had
to indicate as much to our constituents,
because many people were concerned with
the proposition. Time marched on, and I
kept in close contact with the then Minis-
ter for Railways in order to find out when
a decision would be made as to whether
it was intended to proceed with resump-
tions in the Belmont area. I was In-
formed that the Government was waiting
for the return of Mr. Dumas and Mr. Bris-
bane from overseas. That was last Octo-
ber. Mr. Dumas, who was then Director
of Works, returned to Western Australia,
and up to date I have no knowledge that
he has submitted a report as to whether
this proposed railway is well placed, hav-
Ing regard to the developments at Kwln-
ana.

.I asked a question on the opening day
of Parliament this year which the Minis-
ter for Railways answered. He indicated
that the town planning consultant, Pro-
fessor Stephenson, who had visited this
State last January, had reported adversely
on the building of the chord railway; and
because of that, the Government, like Its
predecessor, was not prepared to make
any decision. I understand it is all bound
up now with when the two parties con-
cerned-Mr. Dumas and Mr. Brisbane-
make their report. The Government will
then be in a position to reach a decision
as to whether the railway is to be built
in accordance with the Act, or whether
some other route has to be found. There
are many people involved along the route
of the proposed railway. They have not
been allowed to sell their property because
in some instances there has been a caveat
lodged against it. In other cases there
have been large blocks of up to ten acres
which were subdivided, but the owners
were not permitted to sell a goodly por-
tion at the market price at the time. The
Belmont Road Board, the Bayswater Road
Board and the Bassendean Road Board
were also vitally concerned. Their road
programmes have been arrested, and they
have been in a quandary as to what to do.

It is about time that Messrs. Dumas
and Brisbane came to light with a report
and indicated to the Government what
they Intend to do. It is too much of a
good thing to expect people to go on in
a Kathleen Mavourneen fashion until
something is decided. Most of them think
the line will not now go through. There
has been no declaration by the Govern-
ment that the line will not proceed In
accordance with the Act. Personally I
hope it will not, because I think it will
do great harm to the development of the
eastern suburbs.

The Government Would be well advised
to accept the report of Professor Stephen-
son if he has reported adversely on the
railway. It is not much good bringing a
professor from overseas to give advice if
the Government Is not prepared to accept
it. I hope that before long the Govern-
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muent will indicate Just what the position
is. Only today I received this letter from
the progress association at Bayswater-

We would refer to your last comn-
munication on this subject; letter
dated the 16th April. This associa-
tion would very much appreciate any
further information which you may
have. Members of this association
are vitally concerned In this matter,
and a final decision by the Govern
ment would be to the satisfaction of
everyone.

I appreciate that the Government has
been waiting for Mr. Dumas to furnish a
report, but I think the time has arrived
when the report should be made available.

I come to another matter affecting my
electorate. At the end of last session I
referred to transport. I notice that ac-
cording to the Governor's Speech it is pro-
posed to set up a commission to deal
with every aspect of transport. The pre-
vious Government realised that there was
a considerable amount of Inefficiency in
connection with the transport problem
because it urged the companies to merge
their interests with a view to eliminating
costs. In the district I represent, the
North Beach Bus Company operated
through Bedford Park to Morley Park in
what is called the No. I zone. The Gov-
ernment service took over in the middle
of December. One of the conditions of
taking over was that the Tramway De-
partment had to acquire the six buses
which belonged to the North Beach Bus
Company, and the amount it had to pay
was £25,000.

Of the vehicles taken over by the Tram-
way Department, three were semi-trailer
buses which never operated in the Bedford
Park area at all. They are of no use to
the department which sought to sell them
to the Government, but the Government
did not require them either. I do not
know whether even one of them has yet
been sold, but I am aware that a number
of racing people were trying to get them
at a very low cost to convert into horse
floats.

The fact is that the Tramway Depart-
ment has been saddled with these three
semi-trailer buses, which are of no use
to it, and has paid the North Beach Bus
Company £25,000 for them, Plus good-
will, unearned profits and other factors
associated with its operations in that dis-
trict. I pointed out almost in the dying
hours of the last Parliament that the pro-
visions of the Transport Act were defi-
nitely opposed to any payment for good-
will and such other phases as were men-
tioned in the answer given to me at the
time.

When the department's Estimates were
under consideration, the Minister under-
took to look Into the matter and take
it up with the Grown Law Department
with a view to seeing whether my objec-

tion was well founded. I have heard
nothing about the matter since. The
Tramway Department was saddled with
unnecessary capitalisation through these
semi-trailer buses. We hear a lot about the
department having difficulty in paying its
way, but when it is loaded with costs like
these, its position becomes doubly difficult
indeed.

Bound up with the question of trans-
port Is the provision of wider and better
roads. The roads in many of the districts
in the metropolitan area are of insuffi-
cient width. The widening of the roads
is a financial Problem. One transport
proposal I submitted to the department.
which I thought it would have adopted
during the Past three years, was not
agreed to because a decent road was not
available. I am now in a position to
advise the Minister for Railways that the
Bayswater Road Board is constructing
York-st. which will permit of the exten-
sion of the Carrington-st. bus service to
the Strand, Bayswater, and on to Beau-
fort-st. This will give a good service to
many people who, today, have long dis-
tances to travel.

The member for Maylands referred to
linking up with the Bayswater service,
which does not actually come into his
territory. By this means a link would
be made with the service which comes
along Guildford-rd. and goes under the
subway to Francis-st. The time will come
when there can be a circuitous transport
route there. Gulldford-rd. was mentioned
by the hon. member. His remarks, perhaps,
arose out of a conference called by the
Bayswater Road Hoard at which the Bays-
water Road Board, the Bassendean Road
Board, the Guildford Municipal Council,
and the Perth Road Board were repre-
sented, and at which were present the
three members for the districts concerned
-the late Mr. Harry Shearn, the then
member for Maylands, the member for
Guildford -Midland and myself.

Arising out of that conference. I was
asked to arrange a deputation. Sub-
sequently we met the Minister and the
proposition was discussed at length. There
the matter rested for some 12 months,
and I raised it again with the Minister
with the idea of getting the departmental
officers to confer with the representa-
tives of the road board. That conference
took place and the name of the member
for Maylands was mentioned as having in-
troduced a deputation to this conference.
I inquired from those who attended
whether he had done so, and was
Informed that he had not. But he
received all the publicity, although he
took no part in the conference and up
to that stage had had nothing to do with
the proposal. Ever since then, one would
think that no other representative of the
area had anything to do with the ques-
tion, and he has received all the kudos
In connection with it.
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The local authorities agreed among
themselves as to what portion of the road
should be constructed first, and there is
no doubt an obligation on the Govern-
ment to reconstruct Gulldford-rd. at the
earliest Possible moment as it is carrying
almost as much traffic as is the Great
Eastern Highway on which, incidentally.
the work should be completed to well be-
yond Midland Junction. The late mem-
ber for Guildford-Midland, Mr. Johnson,
and I raised this matter with the then
Minister for Works, and were informed
that approval had been given to the
widening of Great Eastern Highway and
Albany Highway but, owing to the inter-
vention of the war, all that was set aside.

Up to date, only portion of Great East-
ern Highway has been widened, but the
time has arrived when the work should be
completed from Stoneham-st. in Belmont
through to the bridge at Guildford. Mem-
bers know that road vehicles have in-
creased in width and weight since many
of the bridges in the metropolitan area
and the country were constructed, and
those structures now require to be widened.
An instance is the Garrett-rd. bridge con-
necting Bayswater with Belmont and over
which a considerable amount of traffic
passes daily.

A census taken on the 30th July last
between the hours of 7 a.m. and 6 P.M.
showed that the following numbers of
vehicles crossed the bridge during that
period: Cars and utilities, 2,078; trucks
up to B-ton capacity, 354; trucks over
5-ton capacity, 273, or a total of 2,705
vehicles. That bridge was built in 1933-34,
and one can see from the condition of
the railings how it has been knocked
about by the larger vehicles passing over
it. That bridge permits a free flow of
tramfc from the eastern side of Perth to
the Hayswater district and right through
to the Scarborough Beach area. It con-
stitutes an important highway and should
be widened and strengthened to enable
it to carry the heavier and wider vehicles
of today. I intend to raise that matter
with the Minister for Works at an early
date.

A few years ago, Provision was made
on the Estimates for the building of a
police station at Bayswater. Land was
acquired there and tenders were called for
the construction of the building, but it
was held that those received were too
high. When the proposal was referred to
the Treasury, it was not proceeded with.
The Bayswater Road Board has drawn my
attention to the fact that approval has
been given for the erection of police
stations at Medina and Rockingham. Hav-
ing regard to the increasing population
in the Bayswater district-it has more
than doubled in the last six years--there
is no work more urgent in that area than
the construction of a police station.

Mr. Andrew: Are not the citizens there
well behaved?

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I should say they are
as well behaved as are those of Victoria
Park; neither more nor less. However,
juveniles and others who might breach
the law would be far less likely to do so
if they knew that there were police in the
vicinity.

Some years ago, a conference was held
of Ministers for Education to deal with
the need for greater funds being made
available for the extension of education
throughout Australia. At that meeting it
was agreed that £10,000,000 was neces-
sary to help the various State Adminis-
trations in that direction, Western Aus-
tralia's share at that time being set at
£1,000,000. The present Government-as
did its predecessor-is meeting increasing
difficulties in making adequate provision
for classrooms and other facilities as-
sociated with schools. While additions
have been made to schools and in some
cases new schools have been erected in
the districts I represent, it is amazing to
note how further accommodation provided
becomes overcrowded almost overnight.

With regard to the Bristol pref abs.
bought by the previous Government, we
have now the ludicrous position that,
while there is need for them, many of
these buildings cannot be erected owing
to lack of funds. The Minister for Edu-
cation stated that while the Bristol pre-
fabs. were available in the State. they
could not be erected, owing to lack of
money. It is high time that the Common-
wealth helped the States more liberally
in this regard than it has done in the
past.

The Commonwealth Government does
take some interest in education and has,
I understand, set up a small administra-
tion to deal with certain aspects, but the
main problem of educating pupils in both
the primary and secondary schools rests
with the States, and they have to find the
lion's share of the necessary funds. Apart
from the need for more classrooms and
more teachers, it is our desire to increase
the school-leaving age, and a Hill was
brought down by the Willcock Govern-
ment. of which I was a supporter, for that
purpose. The leaving age was increased
at that time from 14 to 15 years, but it has
not been possible to give effect to that
decision, although many parents now
leave their children at school beyond 14
years of age.

The young people training to become
teachers receive up to £250 per annum in
allowances when resident in the metro-
politan area, and those from beyond the
metropolis receive further allowances.
That sum is totally inadequate today and
the question of remuneration for these
young people who are being trained as
our future teachers should be reviewed.
In view of our Increasing Population, we
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will need more teachers in the future and
to attract young men and women to
the teaching profession we will have
to provide them with increased emolu-
ments. I hope that the Minister for Edu-
cation will give this aspect his attention.

Mr. Hutchinson: What are those
figures? Did you say £250?

Mr. J. HEGNEY: Yes. My son will.
finish his training at the Teachers' Train-
Ing College this year and I know that these
young people have to pay their own travel-
ling fares, keep themselves and buy a num-
her of books. -They are provided with
some books, but they have to buy a good
many others In addition, the young
people have to Join the school council and
take part in other activities and in these
days £0 a week is not much; in fact, it is
hardly sufficient to enable a person to live
decently.

Mr. Hutchinson: Is not there some ad-
ditional grant over and above the £250?

Mr, J. HEGNEY: That is for board if
one lives outside the metropolitan area.
It may be £100 or so, but it is not very
much. At the last general election many
people in my electorate approached me
and pointed out the difficulties confront-
ing our non-Government schools. In this
regard a pettion was submitted to me and
the people with wham I discussed the
problem told me of the difficulties these
non-Government schools are experiencing
in trying to provide the necessary class-
rooms and equipment to keep the schools
up to standard.

In 1951-M2 the actual expenditure on
education iii this State was £3,670,000 and
the estimated expenditure was £4,000,000.
During 195.-52 there were 71,153 children
attending Covernment schools and in 1952-
53. 23.577 attended non-Government
schools. Using the department's figures.
it means tiat it east £50 to educate each
child in ble State. When one realises;
that 23,57, children are being educated in
non-Governiment schools, one can appreci-
ate that tie taxpayers of this State are
being savel more than £1,000,000 per an-
num. Unrortunately those taxpayers who
have chilaren attending the non-Govern-
ment schols are paying double taxation,
and we vould be in a sorry plight if we
were sudeonly confronted with the prob-
lem of pying for the education of all
those chiliren attending the non-Govern-
ment schiols.

many if the people who have children
attending these schools are workers and
they hav made strong representations to
me in al endeavour to get some relief
either b way of taxation exemption or
further mupport for these non-Govern-
ment sciools. This Is a vital question
and it W11 become increasingly so as days
go by. hi yesterday's issue of "The West
Australiai" there was a report of remarks
made 17 the Anglican Archbishop, Dr.

Moline, when addressing the Anglican
Synod. This statement appears in the
paper-

Dr. Moline stressed that the object
of the appeal was a spiritual one. On
the subject of church schools, he said
that perhaps some day an enlightened
Government would have the grace to
admit that churches were rendering
a, service of incomparable value to
the community and would accept
their service and pay their bills.

Whilst we must make provision for our
State schools, we must not neglect these
non-Government schools and I am sure
that at future elections this matter will
be raised. So I say that the time has
arrived when the Federal Government
should make much greater provision for
the education of our children than it is
doing at the moment because the States,
in their present predicament, have not
the resources to do all that is necessary.

I come now to a social problem and
this concerns the liquor question and the
opening and closing hours for hotels.
Recently the Minister for Justice received
a deputation from the Licensed Victuallers'
Association and the members of that
deputation asked the Minister to agree
to an alteration of hours from 9 a.m. to
10 am. and from 9 p.m. to 10 p.m. I
notice that in today's issue of "The West
Australian" another publican-and un-
doubtedly he is a member of the U.L.V.A.-
Is definitely opposed to an extension of
hours.

From my own discussions with hotel
licensees I know that they have no desire
for hotel hours to be extended nor do they
wish hotels to be opened on Sundays in
the metropolitan area. They informed me
that many workers remain at the hotel
from the time they knock off until the
bar closes, and if the hotels were to re-
main open until 10 p.m. it would probably
be 11 o'clock before these men got home
to their families. To my way of thinking
that would destroy family life and it Is
our duty to ensure that it is maintained.
We should not make any alteration that
might tend to destroy family life.

Some people say that nine o'clock is too
early to go home and too late to go any-
where else. That is a fatuous proposi-
tion. We hear a lot about six o'clock
guzzling in New South Wales, but I would
remind members that a Labour Govern-
ment has been in office there for many
years and it has consistently refused to
extend hotel trading hours. The hotels
In Queensland remain open until 11 p.m.
and when I worked in Queensland, many
years ago, I lived at a hotel. The publican
told me that from 9 p.m. to 11 p.m. he
did not take sufficient money to pay for
the gas consumed.

I think it would be a retrograde step
to lengthen hotel hours and I am definitely
opposed to hotels opening on Sundays.
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have been a member of the Labour Party
all my life and our idea baa always been
to uplift the masses and make the people
self-reliant. We have always tried to
raise the standard of living and get the
best industrial conditions for the workers,
and we know the deleterious effect that
liquor has upon the workers.

As a matter of fact, speaking generally,
in this country, and especially in the post-
war periods, the increase of excessive
drinking has been a retrograde step. To
further extend hotel trading hours to pro-
vide more opportunities for drinking will
prove to be our undoing. Even now the
law is violated in many Instances. I am
not what is known as a wowser or even
a prohibitionist; I believe In moderation
in all things. I do not think we should
present opportunities for drinking to our
young people because in the main they
would be the ones to frequent the hotels
in the evenings.

At present one can always see numerous
cars parked outside hotels at night and
after the patrons have finished their
drinking many of them are under the
influence of liquor when they drive their
cars away. I have had no representations
made to me for the extension of trading
hours or for any reform in this direction,
although I represent 13,000 people, many
of whom are workers. Not one has ap-
proached me to cast a vote on this ques-
tion in this House and the Government
would certainly be unwise to introduce
a Bill to provide for the extension of hotel
trading hours from 9 p.m. to 10 p.m. If
it does, I shall strenuously oppose it.

Question Put and passed; the Address,
as amended, adopted.

BILLS (10)-FIRST READING.
1, Pig Industry Compensation Act

Amendment.
2, Noxious Weeds Act Amendment.

Introduced by the Minister for Agri-
culture.

3, Industries Assistance Act Amend-
ment (Continuance).

Introduced by the Minister for Lands.
4, Firearms and Guns Act Amendment.

Introduced by the Minister for Police.
5, Adoption of Children Act Amendment.
6, Royal Style and Titles Act Amend-

ment.
introduced by the Minister for Justice.

7, Jury Act Amendment.
introduced by Ron. A. V. R. Abbott.

8, Fertilisers Act Amendment.
9, Matrimonial Causes and Personal

Status Code Amendment.
introduced by Hon. A. F. Watts.

10, Companies Act Amendment (No. 1).
Introduced by Mr. Brady.
House adjourned at 9.53 p.mn.

Thursday, 3rd September, 1953.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.15
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

DEPARTMENTAL SALPRIES.
As to Railway and Trammwat Depart-

mnenUs.
Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister for

Railways:
Would he supply a detailed list of the

number of servants drawings salary of
£ 1,300 per annum and over froft the Rail-
way and Tramway Departmezts?

The MINISTER replied:
The number of servants drawlg a salary

of £1,300 per annum and over ram these
departments is:-

Railway Department-
1 at £3,450 pa.
2 at £2,450 p.a.
I at £2,218 p.a.
2 at £2,216 p.a.
1 at £2,118 p.a.
2 at £2,018 p.a.
1 at £1,868 p.m.
2 at £1,718 p.a.
7 at £1,716 p.a.
2 at £1,618 P.a.
1 at £1,496 p.a.
I at £1,468 p.a.
1 at £1,445 P.a.


